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THE 


|/PREFACE-. 


['S a fort of Kaight-Erran- 
try to draw a Pen in De- 
fence of the Female Sex, 
and taken for-a kind of 
Challenge by moſt of Ours. We have 
with ſuch confidence laid claim to all 
| the nobler Faculties, that the World is 
' half perſwaded we have Right for the 
= Some few amongſt us have 
' generouſly expos'd the Cheat, and with 
the fortune of all Reformers been ac- 
counted Hereticks ro Mankind for their 
pains. Yer ſuch I have venturd to 
Copy in this little Trearile, and thought 
as it 


| + 
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it no Sacriledge in the Ladies defence 
to take down from their own Temple 
the confecrated Weapons of their for- 
mer Champions. Acrleaſt, I muſt ſeem :' 
as pardonable a Plagiary as any of their 
modern Satyriſts, harmleſs Creatures in 
themſelves, and only indebted to others 
for their Venom. 

"Eis the hard Fortune of Ladies to 
create Enemies by cheir Repulſes, and - 
'to. become ſubjects of ſlander, becauſe 
they will nor be guilty. The few Ex- 
araples , cited ih"this Treatiſe, (out of | 
infinite numbers in Hiſtory) fufficient- 
ly juſtifie their vertuous Accompliſh- 
ments and Qualifications upon all ac- 
counts. And even the ImperfeCtions 
we charge upon them will be found 
1n greater meaſure to lye at our own 
doors. 

We tax them with Inconſtancy , 
whereas they are feldom or never ſeen 
to change, without juſt grounds, when : 
they 
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| they have once condeſcended to diſpoſe 
; of their Hearts. Which is (o far from 
; being reputed a Crime'in our lelyes, 
/ that it is almoſt ſcandalous for a Man 
' to be thought a Conſtant Lover. 


Neither is this wholly to be imputed 


: tothe Degeneracy of the preſent corrup» 
; ted Age, fince it was praCtis d by fſe- 
| veral Men of the firſt Rank, in former 
' Times : for was not Theſeus as incon- 


ſtant to Ariadne, as the effeminate Paris 
to Oenone * Was it not the Ingratitude 


: of Heroes that more than halt furniſh 
| Ovid with Subjects for his Epiſtles ? 


Reſervedneſs and a juſt Value for 


| their own Worth we roo often miſcons 
' conſtrue for Pride in them. A worthy 


Eſteem for her own Dignity is perhaps 
one of the moſt uſetul Precepts that can 
be read to a young Lady in the School 
of Yertue, The conſtant Practice of the 


World convinces us, that no Merit can 
' ſupport its neceſſary CharaGter , that 


A; has 
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has not learnt to put ſome reaſonable 
yalue upon it ſelf. Yet experience tells 
us, as often as any laudable occaſion re- 
quires their Compaſſion or Aſſiſtance, 
the Angels themſelves are ſcarcely more 
ready to forget their Stations and con- 
deſcend to Offices of Charity. 

| If they appear with the Ornaments 
of Dreſs, it is no more than their Sex's 
Priviledge, who were made for Natures 
greateſt Triumph. Luſtre and Value is 
inherent to Diamonds and precious 
Gems, yet who can find fault to ſee them 
ſet in Gold? 

It by Pride we mean Yanity of Mind, 
let us fix the Inſtances in what we pleaſe, 
andI am afraid that our Sex will appear 
more guilty of that frailty than theirs. 
Perhaps it is not the ſmalleſt Inſtance 
of our Vanity to flatter our ſelves, that 
we are able to flatter them. Can the 
Female Regiſter preſent us with any 
thing lo yain as Xerxes, who imagin'd 

co 
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to ſcourge the Sea into calmneſs ? or 
like Nero, to enter on a common Stage 
and ſupplicate the Applauſe of his Sub- 
je&s, (to'ſay nothing of his ſetrmg the 
Imperial City on fire, to heighten' his 
diverſion, while he play'd the Deſtru- 
tion of Troy)? ſo prodigal as Alexander, 
whozaccording to Plutarch,ſpent twelve 
Millions upon Hepheſtion's Tomb, when 
it was doubted if the current Caſh of 
the World would anſwer ſo prodigious 
a Sum ? Was itnot his own Vanityhat 
caus'd him to ſet up for the Son of Jus 
piter Ammon ; and the Temperance of his 


Mother Olympias, that checke his fooliſh 


Ambition, and deſired him not to make 
Juno jealous ? can the extravagance of 
Cleopatra her ſelf compare with Helioga- 
bulus, who falled' his Fiſh-ponds with 
Role-water, and ſuppli'd his Lamps 
with Ballam of Arabia ? 
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There . is yet another Weakneſs 
wherewith we are wont to charge 
them, and that is, in point of Secrecy. 
The worthy keeping of a Secret en- 
truſted 'to us, is certainly one of the 
nobleft Talents whereof Humane Na- 
ture is capable ; and if Women were 
not Miſtrefles of this Heroical Quali- 
ty, the Fable of the Syrens would be 
made true, and the Sex would be 
only ſo many Charming Treache- 
ries, But certainly they have all the 
reaſon and juſtice in the World to di- 
ſpute this Matter with us, which if it 
were to be fairly decided by Precedents, 
the Ballance would undoubtedly turn 
on their fide. 

"Tis reported indeed of a Roman La- 
dy, the Wife of Fulvius the intimate Fa- 
vourite of Auguſtus, that ſhe commits 
red the indiſcretion of divulging a Se- 
cret, that in the conſequence muſt 
prove fatal to the Life of her Husband ; 
| Hows: 
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? However, we are aſlur'd by the ſame 


Authors, that ſhe was no ſooner len- 


| ſible of her Error, but ſhe endea- 


vour'd to expiate it by her own volun- 


| tary Death. 


We muſt firſt juſtifie the Conſpira- 
cy of Cataline, before we can well blame 
Curius his Miſtrels for the Diſcovery ſhe 
made. 

But where the Cauſe is honourable, 
and the Service and Safety of one's 
Country concerred , there is nothing 
more celebrated in Hiſtory than Fe- 
male Fidelity. Where have we any thing 
parallel to Fpicarmis the Reman Lady, 
whom all the. Threats of Nero could 
never compel to diſcover the Accom- 
plices in the Plot with which ſhe was 
made acquainted : He could by no 
means make her ſpeak againſt the pur: 

pole ſhe had taken of keeping a Secret 
of that importance. The ſight of Tor- 


. ments {hook the Relaluion of the 
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Hndertakers, but ſhe prevented the Ex-- | 
ecutioners, and made the Tyrant con- 
feſs, that ſhe had more Conftancy and 
Diſcretion than the very Men that form'd 
the Deſign, had Weakneſs and Irreſolus 
tion. 

"Tis then a neceſlary Conſequence, 
That Women are capable of Friends 
ſhip. He that will not allow, that this 
Vertue is underſtood and practis'd by 
them in the moſt perfe&t degree, muſt 
never have read the Names of Orinda 
and Leucafia, Tis bur ſeldom they 
can have occaſion of exerciſing this 
Vertue without ſcandal, beyond the 
ſphere of their own Sex. A moſt emi- 
nent Divine of our Church, and Friend 
of the forementioned Orinda, to whom 
he addreſs'd his moſt excellent Trea- 
tiſe of the Meaſures and Offices of Friend- 


ſhip, He tells us, 'tis diſputable whether 


have been more Ilſluſtrious in their Friend- 


ſhips, Mgn or Women. He further adds, 
128 that 
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= * that vertuous Women are the Beauties of S0- 
oe ' ciety and the Prettineſſes of Friendſhips ; 
1 


; and when we conſider, that few perſons in the 
G ' World have all thoſe Excellencies by which 
W. : Friendſhip can be uſeful and illuſtrious, we 

' may as Well allow Women as Men to be 
"> ! Friends, ſince they baye all thoſe Qualifica- 

| tions that can be neceſſary and eſſential to 
Friendſhips : And we ſhall do too much hos 
nour to the Female Sex if we reje&t them from 
Friendſhips becauſe they are not perfef&t ; for 
if to Friendſhips we admit imperfe&t Men, 
(no Man being perfe&) be that reje&ts Wo- 
men, finds fault with them becauſe they are 
wot more perfect than Men, which either does 
ſecretly affym, that they ought and can be 
perfect, or elſe it openly accuſes Men of 
Injuſtice and Partjality. 

Ii any other Imperfections ſhould be 
objected againſt the Sex than what is 
here mention'd, I make no queſtion 
they will be foupd more juſtifiable upon 
every ſuch account than Ours. How- 
ever, 
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ever, I thought this ſhort Apology re- 
quiſi te to precede the enſuing Hiſtory of 
their Vertues. For which Hiſtorical Way 
of Vindication , two Reaſons offer'd 
themſelves, both as it ſeem'd the moſt 
proper Method of doing Juſtice to the 
fair Sex, Examples being Demonſtrations 
in the Caſe: And that their Caule would 
thus receive leaſt prejudice by any De- 
feds of mine in Style or Language. For, 
proceeding upon the Teſtimonies of 
Hiſtory, there was lictle more left for me 
to do than barely to Tranſlate or Tran- 
ſcribe. Plainneſs of Expreſſion being moſt 
natural in matter of Evidence, and 
Truth uncapable of receiving advantage 
by any Colours of Rhetorick or Fancy. 
"Laſtly , In Defence both of this Un- 
ares. and the Method purſu'd in 
the following Treatiſe, I have Cello! d, 
as well as | could, the Direction of Mon- 
taigne in his Eſſays, in his Chapter of three 


Illuſtrious Examples of Female Vertue. 
The 
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Theſe are (ſays He) my Three Stories, 
which 1 find as Divertive and Tragick as any 
of thoſe we make out of our own Heads, 
wherewith to entertam the People. IT wonder 
that they who are addifted to ſuch Relations, 
do not rather cull out a thouſand fie Stories 
which are to be found in very good Authors, 
that would ſave them the trouble of Invent- 
ting, but be more uſeful and diverting. He 
that would make a ColleCtion of them would 
need to add nothing of his own, but the Con- 
nexion only, 4s it were the Sodder of another 
Metal, &C. 

I ſhall therefore pretend to be no 
more than a Colleftor in this Eflay, (the 
Method and Connexion excepted) and 
if 1 have not always made choice of the 
beſt Examples the reſpective Subje&s 
would afford, yet I have art leaſt taken 
ſuch as are capable of affording ſome 
Entertainment. [I ſhall reckon, that I 
have done enough by way of Original, 
if the three Additional Charafters may en- 
dure 


The P reface. 


' dure Reading after the Hiſtorical In- 
 ftances. *Tis my comfort, that the Fe- 
male Sex can no more be diſhonour'd 
by my imperfect Oblation, than it can 
ſtand in need of our Paneg yricks to ſup- 
//- port their Reputation ; being in this 
'\* particular like the Dive Nature de- 
{crib'd by Lucretius, 


Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus nil indiga noſtri. 


Enricht with their own Excellexce,they ſhine, 
Nor want out Worſhip-to become Divine. 
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AN 


Hiſtorical Vindication 
OF THE 


FEMALE SEX; 


F Art were neceſlary intheCharm- 
ing Sex's Defence, I ſhould have 
declin'd the Undertaking ; but 
ſince there is no more requir d 

for their Advantage,than ſetting Things 

in a true Light, [ ſhall commit their 

Cauſe.to impartial Sincerity and their 

own Merit: which will ſufficiently 

furniſh us from its own rich ſtock, with- 
out traverling the Fairy Regions of In- 
vention. 

Since we are apt to reproach them 
up as high as Eye, I know not why we 
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ihould not appeal to the Creation for 
their Dignity and Preeminence. We 
there find our firſt Father Created like 
a Commonerin the open Field, amongſt 
the Brutes of the Earth, and form'd of 
the ſelf-ſame Mold : the Woman of 
more delicate Compoſition, and framed 
of a Rib taken from the Man ; from 
whence, according to the force of the 
Original Language, the Creator is ſaid 
to have made Man , bur to.have built 
Woman. The divine Artifice was firſt 
exercis d upon the Elements and inani- 
mate Productions, after theſe upon in- 
feriour Animals, who were ſucceeded 
by the Man, and He by the Woman, 
who was the Conlummation of the 
Works of God. The Man was put into 
the Garden, where the Woman made 
her firſt Appearance like a Queen in her 
Native Palace, when a!l things were 
fitted for her Entertainment. Since 
when by a particular Priviledge of Na- 

| ture, 
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! ture, ſhe carries in her looks an Air of 
| Paradiſe. If ſhe occaſion'd the Expul- 
/ fion of the Man from his bappy Gas 
| ſhe brought all the Beaury of Eden in her 
| own Perſon. We find 4damcomplain- 
{ing of Paradiſe without his Eve, but ne- 


! ver after Exile, of his Eve wichout Para- 


! diſc. 

This Soveraignty of Beauty is a Pres 

| rogative born with the Sex,and the only 
|thing whereof we have at no time been 

{ 


|able to diveſt them. The Moroſenels 


{of the Philoſopher, the Speculation of 


{the Reclule, « buſineſs of the Stateſs 
{man, nor the Fatigues of the Warriour, 
have render d them inſenſible of Sk 


{Charms. By the prevalency of this re- 


7500s Spell, they have baffled the Re- 
ſolution of the wiſe, and dilarm'd the 
{Reſentments of the moſt furious. By 
;this Triumph of Nature they have et- 
feed 4784 was deſpair'd by the Arr 
and ſtrength of Man. In the loweſt 
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Ebb of, Fortune they have wrought 
r20ie Wonders, and brought to pals 
thole Revolutions, thac have aſtoniſhr 
Mankind, and Jefc them filenc Admi- 
rers of the Performance. It was by the 
Force of her Beauty, that Abigail pre- 
vented the incenled David from extirpa- 
ting her Family, a devoted Sacrifice to 
DeltrucGion,for the churliſhnels and in- 
diſcretion of her Husband. *T'was the 
Interceſiion of Beautiful Eſther that re- 
verſed che deplorable Condition of her 
Countrymen. Judith by the ſame Harm- 
lels Magick preſerved her Nation from 
Ruin... Nothing on Earth could com- 
pare with the Extent of Job's Aﬀfictions 
bur his Piety : His Sufferings and Sub- 
milizon were equally wichoutPrecedent; 
but after all, as the greateſt Earchly Re- 
ward that Providence could find for his 
unparallel'd Patience, it bleft him witch 
Daughteis jurpaſiing all other Women 
in Feauty. For the Truth of this To- 
pick 
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pick 1 dare appeal to every Man thar 
has Eyes and a Hearr. If Mankind were 
conſulted, we ſhould ſcarce find one 
Individual of ſo co!d and Satarnine a 
Temper, who has not ſeen fome Face 
that « ak d him. 

'Let us hearken to the Sentiments of 
Nature, that is always true in her firſt 
and unprejudic'd Decifons. 

[t is reported of a Perſtan Monarch, 
who for many years had no Ifige, and 
being defirous to have an Heir of his 
own Body, upon his earneſt Supplica- 
tion to the Gods,he obtain'd his Wiſhes 
in the Birth of a Son. So unexpeCted a 
Favour made hira more than ordinarily 
ſolicicous for theEducartion of theChild, 
and his future Fortunes ; wherefore he 
ſent to the Aſtrologers for an exact 
Calculation of his Nativity. They re- 
rurn'd him Anſwer, Thar if the Infant 
ſaw Sun or Moon at any time within 
the ſpace of Ten Years, he would moſt 

B 3 certainly 
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certainly bedeprived of ſight. TheKing - 
thereupon cauled aCell to be cut for him 
in a deep Rock, recommending him to 
the Care of a Learned Tutor to inſtruct 
him 1n the liberal Arts. The Time bes 
10g expired, and He permitted to come 
into open Day , tbey brought before 
him a Dog, a Horſe, a Lyon, with ſe- 
veral others the moſt beautiful of Crea- 
tures, Whereof he had been told, bur 
knew not how to diſtinguiſh them. He 
ſtewed ſome Complacency in the fight 
ot them, but without any Tranſport, 
and asking, their reſpe&tive Names, he 
paſled them over. They likewiſe 
ſhewed him Silver, Gold and Gemms, 
which he ſurvey'd with as little Regard. 
The King at length commanded cer- 
tain beautiful Virgins, and richly at- 
tir'd, to be brought into his Preſence, 
whom the Prince no ſooner beheld, but 
with a ſtrange Alacrity in his Counte- 
nance, and Ecſtaly of Spirit, he demane 


ded 
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ded what kind of Creatures they were, 
by what Names they were called, and 
ro what uſe Created. His Tutor jeſt- 
ingly reply'd, Theſe be thoſe evil Spirits of 
whom T have ſo often told you, the great Se- 


- ducers of Mankind. To which the Prince 


warmly made Anſwer, { you have bet- 
ter Angels, make much of them, good Tutor ; 
but leave me to be attended by theſe pretty 
Devils. If this Relation be not true in 
Fact, it is certainly ſo in Nature ; and 
whenſoever the lame Circumſtances 
ſhall happen,l will anſwer for the ſame 


Event. 
Antiquity has left us no ſurer Monu- 


ment of its Juſtice and Wiſdom, than 


in deſcribing the Graces to be of the Fe- 


maie Sex. The Mules, that is to ſay, 


the Faculties of the Mind, the Arts and 
Sciences have with juſt deference to the 
Sex, been accounted Female by the 
Learned inall Ages: There was na 


means more effectual to render them 
B 4 deltrable, 
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deſirable, than under thoſe Ideas. If 


the Fiction of the Ancients were groun- 
ded upon Inſtruction (as we muſt needs 
allow) we ſhall find the Virtues (One 
and All) intirely rang'd on the Female 
ſide; whereas in the Emblems of Vices 
they have made them at worſt bur ſha- 
rers with us. Peace, Plenty, Liberty, 
with all other Bleflings of Life, are re- 
preſented as Females. The Seaſons of 
the Year they have divided betwixt us, 
but even there have aſſignd to them 
the Spring and Summer, relerving to 
us the Autumn and Winter. A diſtin- 
Ction that is highly agreeable to our re- 
ſpective Tempers ; Sweetneſ:, Com- 
paſſion and Courtely, being as natural 
to the Feinale Sex ; as Morolenels and 
Churlifhneſs is ro Ours. I cannot pre- 
jent you with a more lively and genu- 
ine Deſcription of th's Difference, than 
in the Words of che injur d Aſpaſta, 
where {he cores in Dilauile ro enquire 
for Amintor : | How 
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lit . Hw ſullenly this Fellow anſmer'd me ? 
n- There's an untowardChurliſhneſs in Man 
ds Unknown to Women ; all the Men I meet © 
ne Appear thus to me, they are harſh and rude,$c. 
le If we pretend to that Commilſeration 
es and charitable Diſpoſition that is pecu- 
a- | liar to the tender Sex, we equally a- 
Y, buſe our ſelves and them. The Pre- 
e- ſumption could ſcarcely be more abfurd 
of * and vain in us, to contend with them 
S, ' in Charms. We had never any other 
m _ Tradition of the Compaſſionate Phenix 
Oo than as a Female Bird, nor other no- 
n- _ tionof the deſtructive Baſilisk than of a 
e- Male. It we raiſe our lmaginations as 
1- - bovethis ſublunary Sphere, what can 
al we better conceive of the Stars than 
d that they are bright and beneficial ; 
e- what can we aſcribe ro Angels them- 
1- . ſelvesto exprels their Pertetion, more 
n . than that we believe them to be Good 
2, and Fair. As for their other Qualifica- 
'e tions, they tranſcend our humane Noti- 


'D On, 
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on, and can no more be pretended une - 
ro (in their ſublime Degree) by our Sex, 
than the Female. Tis ſufficient for 
their Purpoſe, if Female Intelles are 
as capable of improvement in any Art 
or Science as our Own. 

Ic muſt not be expected that the La- 
dies Regiſter ſhould produce an equal 
number of Inſtances ; 'tis enough for 
them that they have 1 in no Age wanted 
ſeveral ſuch Examples as could encouns 
ter Us at any exerciſe of Wir, and give 
us leave to chuſe our Weapon. We 
would think it unreaſonable to have our 
Anceſtors Chronicled for Blockheads, - 
when the Clergy engroſled Learning to 
themſelves, and when it was flat He- 
rely for a Lays man to be able to write 
or read. Do but conſider how dullneſs 
was ſucceſſively entail'd upon Poſteriry 
for leveral Ages, by the Incurſions of 
the Goths and Vandals. Call tomind but 
the ſhort Reign of a Jack Cade, when 


ths 
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the honeſt Lord Say could no ſooner 
come out with a Quis furor 0 Cives, but 
it conjur'd the Stones up from the Pave» 
ment, and brought them in a Volley 
at his Head : Knock him down, cryes 
the Mob, He ſpeaks Latin. If this blel- 
ſed Government had continu'd , what 
would have become of thole Lights 
that diſcover'd the dark Holds of Super- 
Ricion, and blaz'd into a Reformation ? 
Would not Cranmer and Ridley have been 
more terrified with a School-maſter, 
than with Bonner. Would not Sir Tho. 
Moor have ſooner choſen to travel to his 
own Utopia , than through the eight 
Parts of Speech ? Cultom, believe me, 
has been a perpetual Cade and Tyler to 
the Female Sex. Let us but conſider 
how few of them have had the oppor- 
tunity of their Faculties, being broughr 
to the Teſt, and how many of thar 
number ſurpaſſed Expectation. On the 
other ſide, amongſt the Legions, that 


of 
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of our Tribe have been pur co the Try- 
al, how few deſerved to have their 
Names tranſmitted to Poſterity ? I fay, 
ler us caſt up the Reckoning on both 
ſides, and then boaſt of che Compura- 
tion, it we can. 

Should we not ſwell a Volume jn re- 
citing but the very Names of Ladies 
famous fer all forts of Learning both 
Ancients and Moderns ? Adeſia of Alex- 
andria, the Kinſwoman of Syrianus the 
Philoſopher, is highly celebrated by 
Suidas tor her Skill in all Sciences. Nt- 
coſtrata helped to make up the Num- 
ber of the Greek Alphabet, and added © 
to the Roman Letters. Aſpaſia the Miles 
flan was skilled in all Philoſophical Stu- 
di-s, and a fluent Rhetorician : Socrates 
himſelf was contented to imicate her in 
his Facu!tas Politica, and bluſhed nor to 
call Diotima his Turrels. Arete, furnas 
med Cyrenaica, and Wite of Ariſtippus the 
Philolopher, atrained to that perte&tion 


of 
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/ of knowledge , that ſhe inſtructed her 


Son in all the liberal Arts, by whole 
direction he became {o famous a Profel- 
ſor : She her ſelf erefted a School of 
Philoſophy, where ſhe frequently read 
ro a full Auditory. Agallis was illuſtri- 
ous in the Art of Grammar. Dama the 
Daughter of Pythagoras ſucceſsfully imi- 
tated her Father. His Siſter Themiſtoclea 
was {o practis'd a Student, that in many 
of his Works (as he himſelf confeſles) 
he implored her Advice and Judgment. 
Iſtrina Queen of Scythia inſtructed her 


Son in the Greek Tongue. Cornelia the 


'* Wife of Africanus, and Mother to that 


noble Family of the Gracchi, left behind 
her ſeveral Epiſtles moſt elaboratel 

Learned ; inſomuch, that Onmtilian tel 

us, We are obliged to the jlatron Cornelia 
for the Eloquence of the Gracchi, The 
Daughters of Lelius are reported by the 
ſame Author, to have excelled and 
refined the Eloquence of their Fa- 
ther. 
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ther. The Oratory of the two Licinias, 
flowed heredicarily from L. Craſſus. 4- 
malaſuntba according to Fulgoſ. was not 
only praftiſed in the Greek and Latin 
Tongues, bur alſo ſpake diftin&ly all 
the Barbarous Languages that were uſed 
in the Eaſtern Empire. We might per- 


haps compound with Deſtiny for the 


Recovery of Zenobia's Eaſtern Annals, 
with even thoſe of Tacitus, or the Com- 
mentaries of Ceſar , and be no great 
Loſers. Marullus in his Catalogue of 
Philoſophers, reports, Diodorus Socraticus 
to have had nolels than Five Daughters 
at once, who were all great Diſputants, 
and skilled in Logick ; To whom we 


may well ſubjoyn the Four Learned 


Daughters of our own Sir Anthony Cook, 
in the Days of Queen Elzabeth, who 
was Her-ſelt a Royal Repoſitory of 
Learning. There would be no end 
of the Catalogue, though we ſhould con- 
fine theReckoning toLadies of our own 
Nartion : 
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Nation : But we muſt alſo do ſome 
juſtice ro our Neighbours, and ſpeak 
with Aſtoniſhment of thole Female 


Prodigies of Learning, Madam Schuys 


deric and La Feyre ; by whole llluftra- 

' tions, Horace, Terence,Plautus, Ariſtophanes, 

Cc. are at this Day underſtood in France, 

' after the ſame manner as they were in 

+ Old Greece and Rome. If Communi- 
| cation with the Divine Powers be an Ars 

/ gument of SeraphickSouls,let usremem- 
| ber the Prophetefſes amongſt the Jews, 

' and Sibyls among the Heathens. It Poe- 


try be a fort of habitual Inſpiration, and 


| conſequently the moſt exalred Faculty 


of the Mind, we may fave our ſelves the 
Trouble of going to Greece or Reme,and 
content our ſelves with our own Jn- 
comparable Orinda : Let our Traders 
in the Talent out-write the Works of 
Mr. Cowley, and till then take Example 


| by his Modeſty, who thought it no 


Complement to lay his Laurel at her 


Feet. For 
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For our Pretenders ro Converhing 
Wit in Rallery and Repartee, the mile- 
rable Examples that we every Day lee 
made of them, in the Drawings Rooms, 
Mall and Theatre, would pur any thing 
but the incorrigible Fopps out of Coun- 
renance : Tis true, they have one cer- 
cain Retreat in their Extremity,to which 
the Miodeſty of a Lady cannot purlue 
them, where like the Scuttle-Fiſh, they 
ſecure themſelves in their own Filth. 

Bur Diſcretion, you will tell me, is a 
diflerent Talent, and much more valu- 
able than Wir. I grant you that if they 
were brought to the Balance, a Grain 
of the one would out-weigh an Ounce 
of the other: Many are born to the 
tormer, but the latter is commonly the 
Purchaſe of dear Experience. Humas 
num et errare, 1s an Adage, that one time 
or other comes home to all our Doors : 
Yet if the Conduct of Men and Wo- 
men were exactly calculated, and the 
Ship- 
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Ship-wrecks of Indiſcretion in both Par- 
ties compared, we ſhould ind who had 
made the moſt unfortunate Voyages. 
Beſides, Women ſeldom prove Un- 
fortunate without being indebted to 
us for their Ruine ; whereas our own 
Deſtruction is for the moſt part only 
Chargeable upon our ſelves. 

If by Diſcretion be meant Prudence 
in Exigences, they ſeldom fail of Steer- 
ing 2 right Courle ; We have more Sea- 
room to Sail in, whereas Honour ard 
Modeſty in the Niceſt Appearances, 
meer them at every turn : We have ſel- 
dom the Luck or Patieace to find the 
Golden Mean, or to temper our Neg - 
les with Reſpect : whereas they are 
Carctul not ro Offend, where they can- 
not Oblige. They have the Arc oi ma- 
naging even our Repullies with Sweet» 
nels, and ( when the Adre's is Atpiring 
and Dilproportion'd ) of Expreſſing a 
good Nature in their very Denials. 


C \e 
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We have a memorable and generous 
Inſtance of this Condud&t in 1/abel Infan- 
ta of Spain; this Lady had always res 
rain'd the niceſt Senſe of Virtue,and de- 
ference to the Punctilio's of Honour, 
even to a Spaniſh Rigour : She was ne- 
ver forgetful of her Birth and Quality, 
yet acted nothing wherein ſhe ſhewed 
not an Air of Civility, and by a ready 
Prudence that was habitualto her,made 
even her Severities Obliging. 

A certain Knight who was no leſs 
wounded in his Head, than his Heart, 
having entertain d her with ſome Dil- 
courſe, in which by ſome ſcatter'd Exe 
preſſions, He ſeem d to diſcover a ſe- 
cret Diſorder and Paſſion : The Prin- 
cels impurting it to a ſpice of Lunacy, 
conceived more Pity than Anger for 
Him : Wherefore to free Her-ſelf obli- 
oinoly from his Importunities, ſhe pro- 
cured the King her Father to give him 
an Honourable Employment, attended 

with 
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with a good Revenue, which carried 
him far enough off from Spain. By 
which prudent Method ſhe ſatisfied 
Vertue and Honour without Exaſpera- 


- ting the Graces, proving at once fo 


Rigorous and Indulgent to her Melan- 
choly Admirer , that with the ſame 
Stroak ſhe puniſhed his Love, and made 
him a Fortune. Neither was the Cha- 
rity of this Infanta Remarkable only for 
Condeſcending : it had ſometimes the 


_ Honour of Aſcending, even to Crown- 


ed Heads, and diſtreſſed Princeſſes, 


while the Remedies ſhe prepared for 


. their wounded Fortunes were fo agree- 


. able, and the Hand that rouch'd them 


ſo skilful, as ro Charm the Anguiſh, 
and to take away the Feeling, and al- 
moſt the very Remembrance of their 
Falls. 

If the Oracle of Apollo declar 26 Stcrates 


- the Wiſeſt of Men, Socrates hiraſelf con- 


feſſes that his Dietimd taught him that 
C z Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Prudence which the Gods 
themſelves judged to be Incomparable. 
When Theſeus was in the Labyrinth, 
expoled to the Minotaur, who cons 
trived him the means of his Eſcape, but 
Ariadne * without the Clue which ſhe 
gave him, his Strength and Courage 
could have ſtood him 1n little ſtead; nei- 


ther could he ever have unwinded him- 


ſelf off from theleMazes. What could the 
Prudence of the Ancients mean by this 


Labyriath, bur the Intricacy of Afairs? 
The Clue is an Emblem of Wiſdom, 


and Ariadne repreſents the Judicious of 


her Sex,who Reſcue Men in Extremity, 
from which they could never deliyer 
themſelves. 

When Jaſon was given over as a Prey 
tothe Fire-breathing Buils that guarded 
the Golden Fleece; was it not Medea that 
Charm'd them, and freed a Paſlage for 
her Feroe to carry away that Prize, 
waich no body durſt undertake ? By 
the 
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the Bull they underſtood the Perils that 


commonly intercept the Accels to our 
Defires ; by the Fleece, our Deſigns and 
Pretenſions;by Medea,ingenious Women 
that can charm Dangers, and' have no 
other Spell bur their own Diſcretion; 
to ie: thoſe that like Jaſon, have 
more Boldneſs than Dexterity, and are 
better at Undertaking than: Finding the 
proper means of Accompliſhing. their 
Wiſhes. 

The Germans formerly, and our own 
Britains, held their Women in Reve- 
rence, as lookiug upon them to have 
a fort of Foreſight into the Ilne' of 
Afﬀairs: They are indeed frequently 


| endu'd with ſuch a Natural Sagacity, 
) as ſeems to carry with ir a kind of In- 


{piration. If Husbands, in Matters of 
oreateſt Importance, had always vouch- 
fated to Conlult their Wives, "tis more 
than probable that the World had ne- 
ver ſeen ſo many Men of ruin'd For- 
G3 cunes ; 
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runes ; the falſe Step ( of what kind 
loever ) that is head to a Family, be- 
ing commonly a Secret to the Wite : 
For as certainly as ſhe knows the Dan- 
ger, ſhe is ſure to prevent it, unleſs the 
Husband be incorrigible in Deſtrus 
ion. ZH 
* Truſt here add, /That as our Sex are 
ſeldom chargeable with Acts of Fayour, 
' fo there is generally a depraved mixture 
of Intereſt -in our beſt Services; we ſel- 
domi oblige without a Proſpect of Re- 
turn ; our Benefits are Sow ſold than 
beſtowed ; that which ſhould be the 
moſt dif: increlled ching in the World, 
even Friendſhip 1 it ſelf, is in moſt of us 
an Art. * On the other ſide, there is ge- 
nerally ſuch a Sincerity conſpicuous i in 
the Female, as appears to be the natural 
Reſult of heir Temper : They are 
formed to Cheriſh and Relieve, and 
while they are difpenſing Benefits, they 
{cer bur auſpicious Planets aCting in 
or their 
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] their proper Sphere. Tistrue, that the 


Courſe of Aﬀairs, and Cuſtom of the - 


| World, has not ſo frequently put into 
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their Hands the Opportunities of doing 
Good : yet as thele Opportunities are 
rarely negledted by the Few that have 
them , the Diſpoſition. is hardly ever 
wanting in any of the Relt. The Box 
of Oyntment was truly Precious, and 
for its Value, could vie with the richeſt 
Incenſe of the Temple. The Mite was 
deſpicable in it ſelf, yer through the 
good Will and Condition of the Donor, 
became a more acceptable Preſent than 
the whole Trealure of the Corban be- 
{1de. | | 
But this charitable ſort of Generoſity 
or Tendernels, for the Wants and Miſe- 
ries of the Diſtrefled, we are the more 
willing to allow to the Female Sex, by 
reaſon of an invidious relerve of thought, 
which we form concerning it: We 


are apt to impute it to a Puhillanimity 


of 
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of Spirit in them, and miſconſtrue their 
Compaſhon as a weakneſs in their 
'Femper: We have indeed the Advan- 
rage over them in that ſort of Magna- 
[1 nimity, that can look upon the. Suffer- 
fs. ings of Others, wich an Heroical Un- 
a0 concernednels. A very Prieſt and Levite 
could ſhew themſelves Heroes upon 
ſuch a Teic, who with a moſt manl 
Indiflerence ſtruck oft from the ftripr 
and wounded Perlon in the Pardons 
It wasonly for a Stranger and a Sama- 
ritan to be lo poor-ipirited as to ſhew a 
Commaiſeration. | know not whether 
it be not {rum this abuſed Notion, that 
we diſtort the word Pitiful, applying 
it to mean and degenerate T hings. 
Being therefore enter'd upon this 
Tepick, 1 think my lelf oblig'd in Juſtice 
to the fair and tender Sex, ro enquire 
whether or no they are not endued 
with, and 2s capable cf that Sublime 
and Philoſophical Generoſiry, which 
we 
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e arrogate entirely to our Selyes, yn- 


$der the Notion of Magnanimity. 


That this Gallantry or Greatneſs of 


4 Mind, by the peculiar Name of Ho- 
Fnour, ſhould be appropriated ro our 
JSex, is certainly a great Injuſtice, Na- 
& ture having made ar leaſt an equal Di- 
3 tribution of the Principle to borh Sexes. 
7 Shameful Experience aſſures us, that it 
' is but ſome Men who are born with 
# Inclinations to what is Glorious : And 
$ to affirm that there have not been Wo- 


men as Remarkable and llluſtrious up- 
on this account as the moſt Noble Pre- 


# cedents amongſt us ; is a Contradiction 


ro living Inſtances, and the courſe 
of - Hiſtory through all Ages. The 
whole Annals of Greece and Rome will 
riſe up in the Ladies Vindication, and 
muſter up a Female Army more Nt- 
merous than any of the Amazons. I 
ſhall mention one Modern Example, 
aslfind it in an approved French Hifto- 
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rian, and that is of Madam Frances Ce-J 
zely, the Lady of Barry. 

Whilſt Henry che Third fought a- | 
gainſt the Head of the League, P Pro-# g 
vinces were torn in Pieces by their own 7 
Members : The Confederates only # 
wanted Laucate in Languedock to become } 
abſolure Maſters of that Province, and 3 
to have free Commerce with Spain, 
which was a great Supporter of the ; 
League. Being out of Hopes to poſleſs 
it by force of Arms, they had Recourſe | 
to Strategem, Or rather Treachery : 
Monſuur de Barry who held Laucate for :: 
the King, being gone out of the Town 
upon a ſhort Ceſſation of Arms, fell ins 
to an Ambuſcade which was laid for 
him. 

The Confederates of the League be- 
ing thus poſſeſſed of the Governour, 
conceived Laucate to be as g00d as ta- 
ken in his Perſon : But they were not 


yet Maſters of his Fidelity and Con- 
ſtancy ; 
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5 Ge ftancy; Or in caſe they had been fo, 
Fthere was yet a ſtronger Reſerve of 
It a- | Fridelity and Conſtancy to be attack'd : 

Pro- 1 ſpeak of his Wife, ( the forementianed 
wn 4 F:.24; ) whom he had privately Adver- 


ly 3 Itized of his Misfortune ', enjoyning 
me Fher by a few Words written with a 
and 3 Y Coal upon his Handkerchief, to Repair 
ain, Fas ſoon as poſlibly ſhe could to the 


che ff Town of Laucate. This generous La- 
els Ydy, without deliberation upon the Or» 
rle _ 4 ders, becauſe Expedition was particu- 
b: 7 larly recommended to her, immediate- 
or 4 4” put to Sea; where narrowly elcas 
7 ping the Danger of the Elements and - 
1 3 Frigars of the Enemy, ſhe at length Ar- 
Yr 2} rived at Lavcate. 
Her Husband the Monſi eur de Barry, 
in the mean time, was carried Priſoner 
| to Narboune, where he was continually 
; Attempted ger Magnificent Preſents, 
t * with Promiſes of Governments and 
 Penhons; which proving ineffectual, he 
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was at laſt preſſed with Words of Ter 
Tour, and Threats of Neath were ad- 


ded againit his Wife and Children, in 


ciK&he provided not for their Safety, by 
a Haden delivering up of the aforeſaid 
Town. 

Theſe Menaces proving likewiſe in- 
effeual, they preſented themſelves be- 
fore Laucate: and demanded to ſpeak 
with Madam de Barry, who was Fas 
prepated for the moſt {ad Events that 
fo diſmal a Beginning could produce : 
They acquainted her that her Husband 
was their Priſoner, that with his loſt 
Liberty, he had likewiſe a Life ro 
loſe ; neverthelels that Both depended 
on Her : That an eafte Ranſom ſhould 
be ſer upon Him, without Altenating 
his Lands, Emptying his Coffers, or 
Pawning his Jewels; In a word, thar 
He ſhould be Reſtored to Her for the 
bare Keys of Laucate. 

"Tis evident what reſolute Gallantry 
was 


- — ew a Sn a5 


IM v 


ac 


—_ l W” 


my  M—I— 


of the Fermale Sex. Zg 
was requiſite for a Lady to acquit Her- 
ſelf with Honour in ſo perillous an At- 
tempt. The Anſwer ſhe return'd to 
the Propoſal of exchanging Laucate and 
her Loyalty for her Husband, was in 
theſe Terms : That ſhe owed ber firſt and 
higheſt Aﬀeftions to ber King and Country. 
That ſhe loved ber Husband entirely, and bad 
the greateſt Tenderneſs imaginable for hm. 
That ſhe underſtood the worth of him bet- 
ter than any body ; that were he to be ſold in- 
nocently and at lawful Ranſom, ſhe would not 
only Alienate ber Lands, and Diveſt ber ſelf of 
her Jewels to Redeem him ; but make Mo- 
ney of ber very Blood and Death for the Pur- 
chace. That notwithſtanding even for bis 
Sake, ſhe would never violate. her Truſt, nor 
barter one ſmele Point of ber ( onſcience ; or 
if in caſe ſhe ſhould, be himſelf would be the 
fir5t that would fmd fault with the Bargain : 
But could be forget his Honour, T can never 
( faid ſhe) be unmindful of his or my own : 
I underſtand what T owe to my Family, and 


much 
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much better what 1 owe to my Cotmtry. 
The Confederates of the League be- 
ing Overcome and Repulled in this firſt 
Afault, did not yet defiſt, but continu'd 
the Battery of their Sollicitations for 
the ſpace of Seven Weeks : Sometimes 
they Swore to make her Husband ſuffer 
all ſorts of Torments ; other-times they 
threaten'd to ſend him back to her by 
Piece-meal : And indeed the doleful 
and tragick Execution that follow'd, 
ſhewed that they ſpoke in good earneſt, 
the Monſieur de Barry being afterwards 
ſtrangled in his Chamber by the Hand 
of an Executioner. 
In the mean time, there had been 
kept in Cuſtody within the Governour's 
Houſe, one Monſieur de Loupian, a Gen- 
tleman of Quality and of great Eſteem 
with the Confederates, though no ways 
concern d in the War ; Monſieur Monts 
morancy who had kept him Priſoner, 
gave him in Charge to'Madam de _ 
ac 
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that he might be Reſponlible to her fot 
the Life of her Husband, in caſe the E- 
nemy ſhould lay violent Hands upon 
Him while he was in their poſleſſion : 
Wherefore the dead Body of Monfieur 
de Barry being now ſent back to the 
Town, it ſo ſtrangely incenſed the Gas 
riſon, that the Souldiers in their farft 
heat of Rage, ran furiouſly to the Go» 
vernour's Houſe, with a Reſolution to 
kill Honſieur de Loupian, This Perſon 
was no ways accellory to the Injury 
that provoked them, yet doubtleſs 
there had been an End of him in this 
Tumulrt,if the greateſt Sufferer, adam 
de Barry her-felf had not been Humane 
and Generous beyond the ordinary 
Courle of Nature ; ſhe forgot her own 
Sorrows in the very Extremity of them, 
to do a Noble piece of Juſtice, and pur 
in practice the moſt tranſcendent Max- 
ims of Morality : She preſented her-ſelf 
before the exaſperated Troops, ſpeak- 


king 
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king ſo Efhcaciouſly, and with ſopow- 
ua and perfwaſtve a Grace of Monſieur, 
de Loupian's. Innocency, of the Crime 
they themſelves were about to commit, 
in making him undergo the Penalty of 
a Murther whereof he was not guilty ; | 
of the Puniſhment God would infli& 
upon the Offence ; that ſhe appeaſed 
their Spirits, and diverted their Fury. 
Addrefling her-ſelf afterward to her 
Son Hercules, whom the Souldiers had 
followed; ſhe reminded him of the 
Heroick Clemency of his Father, the 
Patrimony of Glory which his Death 
had purchaſed to "Leir Family ; the 
Stain "which the unjuſtly ſpilr Blood of | 
Monſieur de Loupian would bring upon 
their Reputation ; the Repentance 
which follows precipitate Anger and 
unlawful Revenges ; the Protection 
they ought to expect from the great 
Father of Orphans and Defender of Wi- 


dows. 


Now 
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Now I dare Appeal to the worſt of 
Monſters, 1 mean a Woman- Hater, if this 


\ Goodnels and Compaſſion of Mind 


that appear d in the Matam de Barry, 
was not attended. with a proportiona- 
ble Greatnels and Gallantry. 1 am 
fure it was fo in the Opinion of King 
Henry the Great, who eſteemed nothing 
raſhly and our of Fancy : He lo highly 
por this A of Generoſity , thar 
when fome Courrtiers, affeQting the Go- 
vernment of Laucate, repreſented to 
him that a Place of ſuch Importance 
was not fafe in the Hands ofa Woman : 
He reply d, That he could repoſe more 
Truſt in fach a Woman, than in the 
ableſt Man in his Kingdom. 

We have ſomething Parallel to the 
foregoing Story, in the CharaQter of 
Megiftona amongſt the Ancients. 

After that Ariſtodemus had uſurped 
che Soveraignty of Elida, he expeil'd the 
molt conliderable of the Cirizens, who 
D at 
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at their departure, ask'd leave for their 
Wives to follow them in their Exile. 
He ſeemed to grant their Requeſt ; bur 
toon after, when he found that the 
Wives were indeed prepared to be 
gone, he put many of them to Death, 
and confined the reſt to Priſon. But 
(as Tyranny is uſually no leſs burtful 
ro thole. that exerciſe it, than thole that 
endure it; and that there is little ſafe- 
ry for him that has as many Enemies 
as Subjects.) Ariſtodemus began to ap- 
prehend his Fall; News was brought 
him, that. the baniſhed Citizens had 
made a Body, and joyned together to 
come and Beliege Elida. The Tyrant 
being now in Deſpair, conſcious of his 
own Weaknels, and finding no readier 
Remedy, went furiouſly to the Priſon, 
to compel tne Ladies there to write 
each to her reipective Husband, in or- 
der to pacifie them. Megiftona, a Lady 
of principal Quality amongſt them, 
deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed” his Commands, and withour 
farts! the effects: of bis unjult/Rage, 
made 'this Anſwer on her owit- behalt, 
and in the Namie of alt the reſt; 222 
Thou ' theweſt (f2id' ſhe} That thou ans 
teſt Judgment as wellas Courage,in ett eating 
thoſe whom thou haſt fed ſo i, aiid"in expe- 
tins Favour from thim 'that never received 
any Mercy from Thee The Darkneſs of 
this borrid Place, nor'the-Threats of Peathy 
ſhall ever prevail 1ith 1s- to Betyay our 
Country 3 for whoſe 'fake* we will Reſin po 
Thee our Lives as welÞaS'Liberty,- 3 ©: 
Ariſtodemus Exafpettited with: his Re: 
ply, commiands rHE omely Son of Megi- 
ſtona to be immediately brought Gre 
and bntcher'd in: the Preſenes: of his 
Mother. - While chis- Tragedy was act- 
ing, the Thrant wasBeſi jeged from with- 
our, and Conſpired dgainſt by the Ci- 
tizens within the Town, where at 
length he was kill'd in he Market 
place. Megiſtona being now diſcharg d 
D 2 from 
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trom - Priſon, had an Opportunity of 


ſhewing her ſelf as Generous as ſhe had 
been Couragious ; She was fo far from 
Gratifying a Mother's Revenge for the 
Slaughter of her onely Son, that ſhe 
preſerved che Daughters of Ariſt odemus 
trom being torn to pieces by the mu- 
tinous People ; Repreſenting to them, 
that they ſhould not make themſelves 
Guilty of a Crime which they had pu- 
niſh'd, nor commit a Cruelty upon in- 
nocent Children in doing Juftice upon 
the Father. I cannot omit one admira- 
ble Precedent more in two young Yir- 
gins of Syracuſe, who were equally Ge- 
nerous. and Reſolute. 

By the Inteſtine Sedition and Civil 
War in Syracuſe, the whole Stock and 
Family of Gelen their King was quite ex- 
tixpated , even to his only Daughter 
Harmonia : Againſt her Life allo the 
Seditious had devoted their Weapons, 
and tumultuouſly approach'd the Pas 
lace, 
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face, with reſolution tro Deftr6y her. 
In this Extremity, her Governeſs'/procu- 
red a young Yirgm'of reſembling -Fea- 
tures and Statute, whom-ſhe Attired 
in the Habit and Ornametits of the 
Princeſs, and ſo expoled Her to the 


'Swords of the Outragious Souldiers. 


This Damoſel was of chat Conſtancy 
and Reſolution, and of that unparal- 
lell'd Gratitude to Her Royal Mi- 
ſtreſs, that the Terrour of imminent 
Death could not prevail upon 'her ro 
reveal her ſelf, or tell of what Condis 
tion ſhe was: The Princeſs ſurprized 
at the Loyalty and Faith of her Hand- 
Maid, could no longer- contain from 
calling out to the Murderers, Diſcover- 
ing her Self,and offering her own naked 
Breaſt to the Slaughter ; ſaying, She 
was the Perſon fot whom they ſought: 
and only perſonated by the other to 
ſave the laſt Remains of the Royal 
Stock. Notwithſtanding which Des 
D 3 claration, 
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clarazign,: the Sexyant. fill perfiſted in 
afliuming: her, ſelf, co. he che Princeſs. 
A hile; therefore: they. mutually. COn- 
tended fafiDeath,the Souldiers ro make 
Jhre,of-the;: Right j,.; diſpatched Both. 
. Thus penfbed' They wich equal Gene- 
rojuy, 6þe ne by a Fallacy hand{omly 
\ConcealÞl,the Other by. a Truth as ge- 
-nerouſly Gonleit jand Both with an Ad- 
.mirabJe«-Undaunted Conltancy. 
Bt :tO\cthis Generolity and other 
com mendtaple "Qualyees in;the Sex, ll 
:Nature- my reply, 0 bat ſuch! ſhining 
Lights :inithe | Fergale*Firmament,; are 
fachet . Meteors tharb fix9d:!$tars': - Thar 
in the very. Zenth;'of.their  Perfefions, 
they .are Excentritk, irregular. and: in- 
conſtant. - - + ed fie © nn 
The want of Cenflancy is a\Qharge 
which weare ſo aecuftam'd to, throw 
Upon them, that we are grown altaoft 
to believe our ſelves: while we are calt- 
ing the Aſperiton, | 
I ſpeak 
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1 ſpeak not now of that Conſtancy 
in. cheir 4fefions, which we ſhall here- 
after have occaſion to Conlider, but of 
that Stability and Steadinels of Mind to 
which we are ſuch bold Pretenders. If 
Viſibility and Permanence. be as inſe- 
parable a Mark of- crue Philoſophy, as it 
is of a true Church; I know not where 
co find the Practice 'or Habit more con- 
Rant and perſpicuous than in Female 
Minds: Yet ſo ſtrong has been our 
Prejudice againſt this Truth, that Bry- 
tus himſelf, the beſt natur'd of Romans, 
was doubtful of meeting with this Re- 
ſolution and ſteadinels in a very Daugh- 
ter of Cato. Whilſt he was meditating ups 
on the Deliverance of the Commonwealth 
from the Uſurpation of Ceſar, he was 
cautious of communicating a Secret of 
that Importance to his belaved. Poraa, 
She had Sagaciry enough to: [uſpe&t the 
Enterprize he was: undertaking, and 
had already Conſpired wich 'tinin het 
D 4 Hearr 
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Heart and Spirit : But fince her Huſ- 
band ſeemed to miſtruſt her Silence and 
Fidelity, ſhe gave him a Roman Proof 
and Aſſurance by ſtriking a Dagger 
through her Thigh, to fatisfie him that 


ſhe could perform the ſame, and with 


the ſame Indiflerence, upon any Vital 
Part when Occaſion ſhould require it. 
Thus ſhe convinced him that any Se- 
cret might be ſafe ina Breaſt that could 
diſcharge its Life-blood to make room 
—_— | A | 
It you will fay, that this voluntary 
Wound was the ſuddain Efte&t of her 
Reſentment, and thar'ſhe was tranſpor- 
red for that Moment by a Woman's 
Pride ; yet you muſt allow the Cata- 
ftrophe of her-Life to' be a premeditated 
piece of Gallantry, and as deeply rooted 
a Reſolve as that of Mithridates or Han- 
nibat hin: ſelf. 1f Scevola miſcarrying in 
bis Enterprize, was juſtly Celebrated 
for thruſting his Erring Hand into the 
Sale TE Bt Fire ; 
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Fire; what Encomiums are ſufficient for 
Porcia, who not only adventur'd to put 
her Hand into burning Coals, but allo 
to bring them forth from the Hearth, 
and thruſt them glowing down her 
Throat ?} What had her Father Cato 
done Greater to reſcue himſelf from the 
Tyranny of Czſar ? Or her Husband 
Brutus to Defeat the Victory of Antho- 
ny ? The Advantage of Difference lies 
wholly on Porcia's fide. The Deaths of 
Cato and Brutus had Precedents, none 
ever dyed like Porcia. 

Whither ſhould we repair for an Ex- 
ample Stoical Conſtancy but to the 
Wife of Seneca? who without any Com- 
motion of Spirit, cauſed her own Veins 
ro be open'd as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Sen- 
rence againſt her Husband put in Exe- 
cution : * Whilſt he bled, ſhe likewiſe 
bleeding heard his dying LeCtures, Her 
ſelf moralizing at the ſame time with a 
hlent and unaker'd Countenance He 

| had 
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had long been Profcſlor of the Yertue he 
now pur jp praftice; ; Hs. was became 
decay'd: inhis Strength: and ſtopping 
with Age. She as yet. ig-che Bloom of 
her Beamry,..of flouriſhing Health and |} 
of Youth, to enjoy the.valt Fortune he 
would hays left her, a Fortune almoſt 
as large as that. of the Empire-it ſelf. 
Surely this great Maſter. who preach'd 
up: the ſteady Contempt of Worldly 
Goads, had. never a more reſolute or 
better Diſciple. than his own Pompeia 
Paulma. 

But to deſcend from theſe Auſtere 
and Philoſophical Heights, to the more 
cheerful Walks of Temperance, Mildneſs, 
Tnocency, Modeſty, Chaſtity, and the relt ; 
which may as properly. be called Graces 
as Vertues, we ſhall find them chiefly 
poſleſt by, As being the Natural Inhe- 
ritance of the Female Sex, That no 
Women have forfeited cheir Birth-right 
in any of Theſe, is no more to be at- 
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firm'dchanthat none of the Angelshave 
fallen: Every Woman is born te them, 
I may ſay, every Woman. is born with 
them. The Sex is nq more to be Re- 
proached for ſome Delinquents, chan the 
Innocent among the forementioned 4y- 
gels, The Legions that kept . their 
Station, ſhone the brighter for elk that 
Fell. 

Intemperance is viſible in but few of 
the very worſt amongſt them ;, Meekneſs 
is ſeldom diforder'd in them without 


.great Provocartion ; and as their Sex 1s 


generally more difficult to be Exaſpera- 
ted, they are more calle! to Forgive than 
ours: Tis for the mo#t part our Faulr 
if they Injure us; Modeſty is ſo inherent 
to their Frame, chat they cannot diveſt 
themleclves of it without Violence to 
their Nature, We have heard of ſome 
Ladies who haye been modeſt almolk 
to a Crime. 


Candaules 
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_ *Candaules had the Vanity to expoſe 
his Queen Naked to the View of his 
Favourite Gyges, to ſhew him what a 
Treaſure of Beauty he was poſleſſed of ; 
the Praftice was not {o dexterouſly ma- 
nag d, but the Lady was ſenſible of the 
Abuſe, and requeſted her Husband to 
kill che-conſcious Spe&ator : which he 
refuſing, ſhe applyed her ſelf ro the O- 
cher, engaging him to kill the King. 
We hear of no former Diſguſt that ſhe 
had to her Husband,but fince he would 
not diſpatch his Friend, her Modeſty 
could not bear to have Two Witneſles 
of her Undrefſing alive at the ſame 
Time. 

The Thyades or Bacchanal Women, 
whole Religion oblig'd them ſome- 
times to Drink to Exceſs: As they 
wander'd up and down in the Fury of 
their Wine, it happen'd once that they þ 
came unwittingly into the City of 4m || 
phiſſe ; where being wearied with their 
Ramblings, | 
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Ramblings, they caſt themſelves di(- 
perſedly in the Market-place , where 
they fell aſleep. The Matrons of the 
Town fearing leſt ſome Injury mighe 
be offer'd them by che Souldiers thee 
in Gariſon, watched by them in Per- 
ſon till Morning, guarding and girting 
their Cloaths about their Feet, that no 
Indecency might happen, and with a 
reverent Silence atrended them till 
they awaked: Then finding them re- 
turn'd to their Senſes, they miniſters 
ed to them all ſuch Neceſlaries as the 
City afforded, and truſted them only 
to the Charge and Care of their Huſl- 
bands to conduct them ſafely home to 
their own Cities. Theſe Bacchanals were 
the Wives of their Enemies who were 
then actually in War with the Amphiſſe- 
ans; bur this was no Conſideration 
with thele .Matrons to make them neg- 
le& their juſt Care for the common 
Modeſty of their Sex. 


Some 
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Some have been ſo tender in this 
Point, that they have ſeverely revenged || | 
the moſt harmleſs Accidents upon || 
themſelves. . In moſt uncultivated Na» || ' 
tions, the Women are not without a 
Senſe of this YVertue. An Indian Girl in 
one of our Plantations, while ſhe was 
miniſtring at Table, according to her 
Cuſtom, it 'happen'd char in taking off 
2 Diſh, ſhe flipt upon the Handle of 
a Knife that dtopt out of her Hand,and 
in her Falling diſcovered part of her 
Body, whereof being ſenfible by the 
Company's laughing, ſhe gave them as 
ſuddain Occaſion to be Serious ; for fhe 
was no ſooner removed from their 
ſight, bur ſhe drench'd the ſame Knife 
in her Lifes-blood. 

Fame is grown Hoarſe with reciting 
the Story of Lucretia ; 'Tis true, ſhe 
acted the part of a Roman Lady under 
her Misfortune : But how many Thou- 


ſands ofthe Sex have been before-hand 
with 
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with Fate, who by a timely. Diſparch 
to the Grave, did- not luffer:the threats 
ned Violence to: approach them ; By 
which means they left thein Bodies'as 
unſpotted as their Souls. Haw. many 
both of. Matrons : and Virgins have for 
ever Celebrated: their Namies by runs 
ning to the Arms of Death, to avoid the 
Lawleſs Embraces of Tyrants ? For the 
Honour of our Nation, give: me leave 
te mention our own Fair Nuns of Win-- 
cheſter, it the time of the Daniſh Inyq- 
ſton : They were Dilciplin'd in a e- 
yerer Religion than that of the Roman 
Ladies ; the. Faith and Conlcience they 
profeſs'd, not permitting, to take the 
Refuge: of a voluntary Fate. In this 
Difficulty, their Chaſtity taughr them a 
Way that was at once more Daring 
and Innocent than a voluntary-Deſtru- 
ction of their own Lives. For before 
the Approach of the Raviſhers, they 
fo dishgur'd their Beauties by <A 
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off their own Noles and mangling their 
Faces , that they render'd themlſelves 
Spectacles of Horrour , and converted 
the Luſt of the Aſſaſſins into Pity. 

You will -2ll me, 'cis eaſte Denying 
where there is an Averſion to the Per- 
ſon that makes the Application: I will 
allow you that 

Virtus eft placitis abſtinuiſſe bonis. 
But how much the Female Sex are Mi- 
ſtreſſes of their own Inclinations, will 
appear froni many Thonſands of In- 
ſtances : I ſhall mention but one ; A 
certain Duke of Trxſcany, was lo ex- 
treamly Covyetous, that he with-held 
from his Son that Allowance which 
was neceſlary to Support his Quality 
in any tolerabe Degree. An old Count 
of the ſame Territory was pofleſt of a 
very Plentiful Fortune and Beautiful 
young Wife, who was marry'd to him; 
not of her own Choice, but ſubmitting: 
to the Importunity of her Parents. The 
Count 
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Count deſpairing of Iflue, thonght he 
could not better employ his Wealth, 
than in ſupplying the Wants of the fore- 
mentioned -young Prince : He there- 
fore begg'd of him the Honour that he 
would become his Adopted. The 
Prince hereupon being frequently En- 
tertain'd at the Houſe, fell Enamour'd 
on the young Lady, and extreamly 
Sollicited her, preluming on Succels, 
having in his Perſon a'l the Charms 
imaginable. She was Surprized art his 
Ingratitude, and ſeverely Reproved 
him for his unlawful Addreſſes. But 
finding there was- no Ceſſation, ſhe ar 


| Jaſtſolemnly Proteſted, That unleſs he 


Deſiſted, ſhe would acquaint her Lord 


| with what ſhe Gill then thought Pru- 


dence to Conceal. Upon this final 


| Anſwer, the Prince to Divert the - un- 


ealinefs of a fruitleſs Paſſion, betook 
himlelf co Travel. Returning after 
E leye- 
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ſeveral Years Abſence, his Firſt Enqui- 
ry was about the Lady, whe: then lay 
deſperately {ick. He ſtraight haſten'd 
to her Houle, and fearing ro come too 
late to find her alive, he preſt abruptly 
into her Chamber, and the Attendants 
being at a little diſtance, he kneeled at 
her Bedlide to crave her dying Pardon. 
She had for ſome Hours before lain 
Speechlels, but her Surprize at the Sight 
of him recover'd her ſo much Breath, 
as to utter ſoftly theſe Words : Prince, 
I Dye for You,which T have now only Confeſt, 
becauſe 1 have therewith Spoke my Laſt. 
Which being ſaid , ſhe immediately 
Expir'd. 


Now after this Command and Ma- 
nagement of Herſelf, whac was there 
in this Lady s Paſſion which the Hul- 
band himſelf could have taken ill ? 


Here 
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Here we fee an Example '6f 'thelt 
Continency, and a Sacred 'Refpe&' to6 
the Marriage-Vow : This and inns 
merable Inſtances befide , fufficiently 
dera6nftrate their Truth, and thit they 
can' be Juſt even where they catitiot 
Aﬀect. | LY 
Bur where their Hearts are allowed 
the freedom of Conſerit, where theit 
Nuptials are attended vv" Eris 
deartterits of Paſſion : ThE*Hioty of 
Yertue can afford” ts 'nb garter Miric 
cles' than thoſe of Conjugat ' Aﬀfettin > 
"Tis here that we Repoſe the greateft 
Truſt of our Happineſs, a Fruft of the 
greateſt Importance to Mankind*: God 
| and Nature in this Office ;- have pht 
chem to the greateſt Teſt of Honour, 
| whereof they can be capable. In the 
{ faichful and laudable diſcharge of this 
Duty, conſiſts their Nobleſt Triumph: 
Let us therefore take a little pains to' 
examine how they have acquitted them- 
| E=3 telyes 
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ſelves in this Particular. Certainly there 
needs no better Argument for Chaſti- 
ty in Women than Love to their Huſ- 
bands ; And Idare appeal to the ge- 
neraliry of Wives in all Ages for a joynt 
Conſent for putting the Tryal of their 
Vertue upon this Iflue. 

I might carry you into Greece, and 
there ſhew. you the Aſhes of Evade, 
who caſt hgr ſclt inco the Flaming Pile 
of her Husband, "The Web of Penelope 
was too ſtrongly wrought for Time or 
Slander to unravel. I might produce 
the Cup in which Camma j "all Death 
and Revenge : Another Cup wherein 
Artemiſia drank the Aſhes of her Hul- 
band. Porcia and Paulina might here be 
once more admitted to the Stage of 
Honour. 

The very ſight of Pompey's bloody 
Garment -was enough to ſtrike Julia 
Dead without enquiring into the Dil- 
alter. 

Sulpitia 
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Sulpitia being ſtritly kept by her Mo» 
ther leſt ſhe ſhould follow her Hul- 
band Lentulus into Baniſhment, ( who 
by the Tyranny of the Triumvirate was 
conkin'd to Sicily,) putting on the Ha- 
bir of a Servant, paſt through the 
Guards and Watches, and came by e- 
cret flight to the Place where he was 
proſcribed ; leaving all the Pleaſures of 
Rome, to participate in thg Miſeries of 
a Husband. IK 

Arria ſeeing her Husband Pxtus Sen- 
renced to Death, and judging it more 
Honourable for him to Fall by his own 
Hand than that of- the Common Exe- 
cutioner, perſwaded him to a Roman 
Reſolution ; but perceiving him to be 
ſomewhat Daunted, and deliberating 
' betwixt Reſolution and Fear, ſhe 
ſnatcht up a Sword, which ſhe imme- 
diately plung'd into her own Boſom, 
from whence plucking it forth again; 
ſhe preſented it to him with theſe 
E 3 few 
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ew laſt words, Pate, non- dolet. 

Thijs honourable way of quicting the 
World, ſhe thought neceſlary for a Huſl- 
band that had born a Conlulſhip, and 
that her Precedent would be an effetu- 
al Charm againſt þis timorous Doubts, 
that he would at leaſt have Reſolution 
to follow, if not to lead. Patus ( what 
could he do leſs) immediately diſpos'd 
of the Blopdy-Legacy according to her 
Direction, thereby preſerving the Ro- 
man Dignity, but rather by the Courage 
of his Wife than his own. 

Pliny 'the Younger, informs us of an 
Acquaintance gf. his'in Italy, who was 
perpetually afflicted with a moſt tor- 
menting, Sickneſs ; his Wiſe impatient 
to ſee bim languiſhing ſo long in Mi- 
ſery, took Advice of all the skilful Phy- 
ſ1 icians, and being aflur'd from every 
one, that her Husbands Diſtemper was 
acurable, and without ſo much as any 


poſlibility of che leaſt Eaſe or Relief ; 
4 {o 
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ſo that he was abſolutely Condemned 
to linger out a painful and miſerable 
Life : Wherefore as the moſt ſure and 
ſovereign Remedy, ſhe reſolutely ad- 
viſed him to be his own beſt Phyſician, 
and rid himſelf from his Malady at once 
by a ſudden and voluntary Death : Bur 
finding him a little ſurprized and back- 
ward to {o violent a Method. Do not 
think (laid ſhe) that the Torments I ſee 
thee endure, are not as ſenſible to me as to 
thy ſelf, and that to deliver my ſelf from them, 
T will not make uſe of the ſame (Remedy I have 
preſcribed to thee : I will accompany thee in 
the Cure, as I have done in ſharing all thy 
Pain ; Fear nothing ( my Dear ) but be- 
lieve that we ſhall have Pleaſure in this 
Paſſage that will free us from Miſery, 'and 
we muſt certainly go happily, going together. 
Having thus ſpoken, and rouzedup the 
Courage of her Husband, ſhe reſolved 
that they ſhould caſt themſelves head- 
long into the Sea, from a Precipice that 
E 4 hung 
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hung over it; And that ſhe might 
maintain to the laſt that vehement Af- 
feftion wherewith ſhe had Embraced 
him during his Life, ſhe wou!d have 
him die in her Arms ; and leſt they 
ſhould break their Hold in the Fall, ſhe 
ty'd her {cIfro him with her Girdle : In 
this manner ſhe plung'd down with 
him, having no other fear upon her in 
this Adventure, bur of being ſeparated 
jrom him in her laſt Gaſp. 

Admetus King of Greece being under a 
Janguiſhing Sicknels, according to the 
Superſtition of thoſe Times, Conſulted 
the Oracle for the Means of his Reco- 
very: The Prieſts who were the Ma- 
nagers of thoſe Myſterious Cheats, fear- 
ing to loſe the Reputation of ſo gain- 
ful an Artifice, and being not Phyſici- 
ans enough to preſcribe any probable 
Method for his Cure, return'd him An- 
[wer, That unleſs ſome Kinſman, Friend, or 
Courtier would make a voluntary Sacrifice of 

| their 
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their own Life to the Gods on his behalf, be 
muſt infallibly periſh by his Diſtemper. The 
Propolal accordingly was made to 
very many who were near and dear to 
him ; but not ſo much as one Perſon 
appearing upon the Summons, his Wife 
Alceſte ofter'd up her ſelf ro a publick 
Death, which not being permitred by 
the King, ſhe privately put it in Execu- 
tion by her own Hand : By which Per- 
formance ſhe gave a juſt and noble 
Triumph to Conjugal Aﬀection, o- 
yer Conſanguinity, Gratitude, and all 
the Bonds of Obligation. 

Hyſicratea, a Lady of moſt Exquiſite 
Beauty, was contented to-Diveſt It of 
all her Female Ornaments for the ſake 
of her Husband Hithridates ; for pers 
ceiving the Malice of his Fortune, and 
ſenſibly declining Power, ſhe ſuffered 
her Trefles to be cur off, and putting 
on the Habit of a Man, ſhe accuſtom'd 
her (elf to Riding, and wearing of Ar- 


mour, 
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mour, by which means ſhe might be- 
come more Expedite in accompanying 
him in his Laboursand Danger. When 
he was vanquiſht by Pompey, and forced 
to take his Flight through Barbarous 
Nations, ſhe followed him with Inde- 
fatigable Conſtancy. Thus by her Pre- 
ſence ſhe afforded no {mall Comfort 
to his Difficulties and Misfortunes ; for 
having his Wife all along with him, he 
ſeemed ina manner to be but Journy- 
ing with his Houſhold, and every where 
at home. 

But not to Surfeit you with Antiqui- 
ty, give me leave to mention the Lady 
Jane Coello, Wite of Anthony Perez Ses 
cretary to King Philip the Second of 
Spam. 

This Lady reckon'd her lelf not one 
ly to have married Anthony Perezthe Fa- 
vourite of his Prince, and Miniſter of 
State, and a Man of great ExpeCtation, 


but to haye Eſpouſed all that Perez was 
Or 


i. TEES en ae can 4 ORR. PREP. ab. » 55 " = 


of the Feraale Sex. 59 


or could be ; preparing her elf to 
Love him in all Conditions wherein 
Fortune might place him. She alter'd 
not in bad Times, becaule bad Times 
wrought a Change in her Husband, it 
was Perez the had Wedded, not the 
Secretary ; wherefore ſhe was che ſame 
to Perez, Criminal and a Priſoner, as 
to the Confident and Secretary of Phi- 
lip. In a word, ſhe was Victorious over 
Tortures and Death it ſelf, by contri- 
ving and aCting the means of Convey- 
ing her Husband out of Priſon: Nay, 
ſhe triumph'd over Jealouſie and her 
| own Injuries ; for I muſt tell you, that 
| 1t was Perez his Rivalſhip of his Maſter, 
| and being preferr'd to him in the E- 
{ ſteem of the Princeſs Ebol:, that occaſi- 
| ond his Misfortune. 

'T'were eaſte to muſter upan Army 
of Ladies at ſundry times, Famous for 
| | oh al Aﬀecion and Fidelity ; bur 

| you wil tell me they are ſtill but ſingle, 

and 
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and bear ſma]l Proportion to the Nu- 
merous Sex. To make it appear there- 
fore, that they are not in this like Phe- 
nixes, whereof there is but one to ſup- 
port the Credit of an Age; we will 
produce whole Troops of them, where 
without Exception they have One and 
All deſerved and made good this No- 
ble Character. 


After an Implacable War between 
the Theſſalians and Phocenſes, thoſe of 
Theſſaly ( bringing their Army chrough 
the Locrenſes) ſurrounded the People of 
Phocis on all fides ; wherefore having 
this Advantage of them, they made a 
Decree to kill all the Males within the 
Town, and bear away their Wives 
Captive : This Determination coming 
to the Knowledge of the Beſteged, the 
Women reſolving not to Suryive the 
Slaughter of their Husbands, with one 
unanimous Conſent, deſired to be 


brought 
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brought into a Place ſurrounded with 
Wood and Combuſtible matter, which 
they Conjured their Husbands to ſer on 
Fire, in caſe they were not able to Bear 
the Enemy from their Walls. This 
generous Reſolucion on the Women's 
ſide, Animated the Phocenſes not only 
to Defend their Gates, but to Sally 
forth and Encounter the Foe ; from 
whom they return'd Victorious to Re- 
leaſe their Loyal Conſortsat once from 
their Confinement and promis'd Death. 
After which, on the Day of this Memo- 
rable Battel and Viftory, they Cele- 
brated a Feaſt ro Miverva which they 
call Elophebolia. 

Philip the Son of Demetrius, appearing 
in Hoſtile manner before the City of 
( bios, to Infinuate with the Slaves with- 
in the Town,& work them to his Aid ; 
He Publiſhe a Scandalous Edi&, pro- 
miling them not only a free Manumilſ 
ſion, but allo that he would fee them 


Mar- 
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Married to their Miſtreſfes, and poſlſe(- 
ſed of their Maſters Fortunes. This un» 
worthy Propoſal kindled ſuch Indigna- 
tion in the Ladies and Matrons of the 
City, that taking Whips in their Hands, 
they drove their Slaves Armed before 
them to the Breaches, where they Com- 
pelled them ro make good the Walls 
and Ports ; They themſelves likewiſe 
Aſliſting to the Defence , by caſting 
Stones, Darts, Fire, «c. till the Repulle 
of Philip's Aſſaults was as ſhameful as 
his Edit was Barbarous. 

The Tyrrbenians were on a certain 
Time Oppreſt by the Spartans and caſt 
into Priſon, where they were kept cloſe 
Guarded, in order to be queſtion'd for 
their Lives : The Wives of the Cap- 
tives upon Information hereof, came to 
the Priſon-doors, where with humble 
Prayers and infinite Tears, they be- 
ſought thoſe that had the Charge of 


them , that by their Entrance chey 
might 
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might Adminiſter ſore ſmall Necella- 
ries to their Husbands : This Requeſt, 
_ | after much Importunity, was granted, 
. | and the Women admitted, where {ud- 
denly they cauſed the Men to change 
| Habits with them, who by that Con- 
trivance were let forth in, their ſtead: 
The Women contenting themſelves to 
abide Priſoners in their room ; Each of 
them being furniſhed with a concealed 
Ponyard,in caſe of any Violence threat- 
ned to their Perſons. Thus with dou- 
ble Piety ſecuring at oncethe Lives of 
' their Husbands. and their own Cha- 
ſtity. | 
As for Piety to Parents, which is a Du- 
ty of the firſt Rank in Humane and Di- 
vine Laws; | dare appealto the teftimo» 
ny of Fathers & Mathers in all Ages,ecven 
to the firſt Pair that Peopled the Earth, 
if they have not had reaſon to complain. 
of Three unnatural Sons for One un- 
dutifyl Daughter ; Daily Experience 


CCN- 
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convinces beyond ContradiCtion, thar 
filial Tenderneſs and Fondneſs in Wo- 
men is of equal Duration with the Life 
of the Parent: with our Sexit common- 
ly wears off when firſt we commence 
Manhood, which we are for the moſt 
part impatient to antedate. 


Filius ante Diem Patrios mquirit in An- 
105. 


Our Gratitude too often ceaſes with 
their Power to oblige ; whereas Female 
Tenderneſs ſeems Weddad for Life to 
this Duty, in Poverty, Plenty, Sickneſs, 
or Health : Returning their firſt kind 
Offices to their Infancy with as careful 
Nurſery of the Parent's old Age, by 
which means they become in a manner 
Mothers to thoſe that gave them Be- 
ing. 

What have they not ſuffer'd on their 
behalf! What Dangers have they de- 
clin'd 
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clin'd! What Perillous and Diffculr 
Journeys have they not undertaken be- 
yond the {trength of their Sex, to Ad- 
miniſter to their Relief? What have 
they not contriyd for their Reſcue ? 
Have they not ventur'd through all the 
Terrours of Night, through Blood, Fire, 
and Armed Batalions to their Succour ? 
Have they not brought them Sulte- 
nance, where immediate Death wag 
the Penalty ? Have they not Expos'd 
their own Lives to reſcue their dead Bo- 
dies from indecent Ulage ? 

Val.Maximus after ſeveral remarkable 
Inſtances of Piery in Sons towards their 
Parents, concludes doubtful, whether 
one ſingle Action of Claudia, a Veſtal 
Virgin, did not out- balance them all. 

Suetonius and Cicero report of her, 
That ſhe ſeeing her Father Riding in 
his Triumphant Chariot through the 
Streets of Rome, and by the Tribunes of 
the People ( who envy'd his Honour ) 
F pull'd 


66 An Hiſtorical Vindication 


pull'd down and hauled from his Seat ; 
ſhe with a wondrous Dexterity and 
Maſculine Courage, reſcu'd him from 
the Hands of thoſe Tribunes and their 
Lifors, and in ſpight of all their Oppo- 
fitions lifred him up again into his Chas 
riot ;nor would forſake him, till ſhe ſaw 
him in all Magnificent Pomp received 
into the ( apitol : infomuch that it was 
queſtion d among the Romans, which 
deſerved the greater Trophies, his W- 
Ctory Or her Piety. | 

Pliny and Solimus mention a young 
Roman Lady of a Noble Family, who 
when her Mother was Condemned at 
the Judgment-Seat by the Pretor, and 
deliver d up to a Triumvir to be Com- 
mitted to Priſon, and there privately 
Executed : The Keeper of the Gaol 
( either Commilerating the Matron's 
Gravity, or believing her Innocence) 
did not cauſe her to be immediately 


Strangled according to the Rigour of 
her 
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her Sentence. He likewiſe permitted 
her Daughter daily co go into her, bur 
firſt narrowly ſearched her , leſt ſhe 
ſhould convey any Suſtenance to the 
Condemned Perſon ; he deliring ra- 
ther that ſhe (hould periſh by Famine, 
than Himlelf ro have any violent Hand 
in her Execution : But ſhe having now 
pals d over more Days than he could 
pollivly have ſuppoſed her to Subſiſt 
without Food ; and muſing with him- 
ſelf how her Life was protracted with- 
out any means to maintain it : Art the 
Daughter's next coming, he reſolved 
more narrowly to watch her, and 
through the Dusk could perceive her 
drawing forth firſt one Breaſt, and then 
another, Relieving with her own Milk 
her Mothers Famine. The Novelty 
of this SpeQacle being related to the 
Triumvir , Pretor, and Conſuls, and by 
them to the Senate, occalion'd ſo great 
a Surprize , that to Recompence rae 
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Piety of the Daughter, they revoked 
the Sentence they had paſled on the 
Mother : An act of Yertue ſuthcienc 
to Atone for more than a {uppoled 
Crime. 

The ſame pious Office was perform- 
ed by Pera to her Father Cimon, under 
the like Sentence and Confinement : 
for he being palt che Ninetieth Year of 
his Age, the daily laid him like an In- 
fant roher Breaſt, 

Many Pailages of commendable Af- 
tection, and good Offices from Siſters 
to their Brothers, might be drawn from 
Hiſtory. | 

The Kindneſs and Indulgence of 
Mothers to their Offspring,cannort ſure- 
ly be deny d,ic being in Women a Prin- 
ciple of Nature, and common to them, 
with the Females of all other Kinds. 

We will ſumm up this whole Mat- 
ter with an Inſtance of Female Piety 
at once Extended to their Relations of 
every 
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every Degree ; for whoſe ſake there is 
no Man but will put a value upon the 
Sex, that has had a Siſter an Aunt, or 
other Female Relations, at leaſt there 
is none of us bur have had a Mother. 

It is Recorded of the Women of Vyn- 
bergen, a Free Town in. Germany, 'T hat 
the Emperour having laid long Siege to 
the Place, and by the Obſtinacy of the 
Defenders loſt the greateſt part of his 
Army ; was lo Implacably incens d, 
that being at length Maſter of the 
Walis, he determin d to pur every Man 
in the Town ro the Sword : How- 
ever to the Women he was more Fa- 
vourable, for before he permitted his 
Souldiers to enter on t!:e Slaughter, he 
Publiſh'd an Order of Leave for every 
Matron and Virgm to carry out of their 
own Neceſlſaries, a Burden of what 
they beſt liked ; Imagining for certain, 


| that they would load themlelves wich 


Jewels, Coin, and the riche't of their 
EI Gar- 
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Garments: When 1mmediately to his 


Aſtoniſhment he beheld Them ifluing 
out from the Ports, every Wite with her 
Husband upon her Shoulders, every 
Virgin and Damoſel with her Father 
or a Brother, excepting ſuch as had 
theirs kill'd in the Defence of the 
Town ; and theſe gave their kind Af- 
tiitance to the reſt who had not ſtrength 
tor their reſpective Burdens. This fur- 
prizing Example made ſuch Impreſſion 
in the Heart of the Emperour, - that in 
Recompence to their Ptety, he not only 
utter'd them to depart peaceably with 
their firſt Carriages, bur to make 
choice of a ſecond Load, of what beſt 
pleas'd them, amonglt all the Wealth 
and Treaſure of the City. Thus did 
they expreſs as much Kindnels in preſer- 
ving the Lives of the Men, as they had 
ſhewn Valour in defending their Liber- 
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ſerved, and the Devout : Ir is neceſlary 


tons, flattering and dreadful Objefts : ir 
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Thus far we are ſure of our Way, 


and have hitherto met with no Yertue or 
Commendable Ouality, which has not ap- 
pear'd Congenial to the Female Sex: 
There remains yet one Yertue which we 
wholly aflume to our Selyes ; I mean, 
Courage. - 

Fortitude indeed is ſubordinate unto, 
and neceſlary to ſupport all other Yer- 
tues; it mult be preſent in all great Acti- 
ons, and ſupport all great Works : It is 
to this Forticude that after the Copy of 
Plato, both St. Ambroſe and St. Gregory do 
Attribute the Yi&ortes of the Spirit over 
the Fleſh, of Innocence over Fortune. It is 


requiſite both to the lodeſt, the Re- 


ro Support the Cares of Marriage, to 


reliſt both pleaſing and frightful Puſ- 


isneedful ro Regulate even thoſe Aﬀe- 
ions which are honelt and lawful, to 
bridle innocent Pleaſures and Joys, and 
F 4 < 
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to moderate Sorrows and Afflictions. 
In a word, there is no Chriſtian or Mo- 
ral Exerciſe ro which it 1s not requi- 


{1te. 


Burt what ground have we for en- 


orolling tro our ſelves this Vertue of 


Courage (in the Nobleſt Application 
of che 'Wo rd) beſides our own Pre- 
jumption? Tis evident, that Nature 
and P) ovidence have Expoled Women to 
more Occaſions, ( ac leaſt ) for patient 


Ecrtitude than Men ; and 'tis no lels Evi- 


gent they are gencrally better endu'd 
with ir; They are neither Cold to a 
Degree ot 549g nor Hot to a 
Degree of Na ;/Imeſs ; The latter where- 
of receives Puniſhnent in the other 
World, aiter it has been juſtly Blamed 
19 this, We cannot think we have rea- 
jon to call Women Fearful becauſe they 
are not Raſh and Unadviſed : Fear and 
Duldnefs when reaſonable are Conliſtent; 
the one opens our Eyes to foreſee 
Misfor- 
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Misfortunes, the other An:mates us toa 
Reſiſtance. 

The forementioned Arria and Porcia, 
are ſufficient Proots how far Female Sp1- 
rits can Dare upon an Honourable Ac- 
count : We have ſeen Paulina ſuffering 
with the Conſtancy of Seneca. There 
is indeed one ſort of Courage more Pre- 
dominant in our Sex, which (if all 
Things were call'd by their right 
Names ) would be term'd Barbariy : 
Women have ſeldom that Cruelty in 
their Temper, which has gone a great 
way in Compleating our Catalogue 9 of 
Heroes. 

Bur if nothing will paſs with us for 
Valour, belides Feats of War, and a Lady 
muſt "HM Steel before you will allow 
her Courage; we can ſhew you a Zeno- 
bia, Amalaſi in ny Semiramis, who became 
vie Gor as well as their Robes, 


| and wore their Helmets as gracefully as 


| 


the Tiara or Diadem: We can bring 
down 
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down Armies of Heroines and Warlike 
Ladies, without muſtering the whole 
Nation of Amazons : What was there 
wanting in Deborah to render her Wor 
thy the Honour of ſucceeding Joſhua * 
Did ſhe not as Valiantly Defend what 
he gloriouſly obtain'd ? Xenophon made 
Cyris a Pattern for Monarchs, yet we find 
him Defeated by Queen Tomyrs: Which 
ſhall we firſt Commend in Harpalyce of 
Thrace, her Valour or Piety ? This La. 
dy's tather being taken Priſoner by the 
Getes 2 People of Scythia, ſhe recovered 
him out of their Hands by Dint of Va- 
lour; for which Service the Prince of 
Poets rhought her worthy of his men- 
toning : 


-——Pel qualis equos Threiſſa fatigat 
Harpalyce. 


What 
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What can be more terribly beautiful 
than the Deſcription he has given us of 
Camilla the Volſce, who came to the Aid 
of Turnus upon the Arrival of the Tro- 


jans in Jtaly.: After a long Liſt of the 


Confederacy, he could find no Per- 
ſon 'ſo worthy as this Virago to bring 
up the Rear, and Compleat his Se- 
venth Book. 


Hos ſuper advenit Volſca de Gente Camilla, 
Az2men agens Equitum &# florentes ere Catervas, 
Bellatrix. Non illa Colo Calathiſve Mincrve, 
Feminea aſſuets manu, ſed prelia Virgo 
Dura pati, curſuque pedum prevertere Ventos. 
Illa wel intatte ſegetis per ſumma wolaret 
Gramina, nec teneras curſu leſiſſet Ariſl as : 

Vel mare per medium, fluttu ſuſpenſa tumentt, 
Ferret iter, celerets nec tingeret 4quore plantas, 
Illam omnis tettis agriſque efſuſa Juventus 
Turbaque miratur Matrum © proſpectat euntem ; 
MNtonitis inhians Animis, ut regins otro 

Velet honos leves hameros, ut fibula Veſtem 
Auro internettat, Lyciam ut gerat ipſa phare- 


Et paſtoralem prafixa Cuſpiae Myriun. (tram, 
To 
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To theſe, Camilla the fair Yolſcian joyn'd 

Her Female Squadron Armi'd in Braſs refind; 
A Championeſs, whoſe Virgin Hands refuſe 
Ainerva's Webb, but well her Spear could uſe. 
A Martial Maid, and ner to Love inclin'd : 

So ſwift of Foot, ſhe could our-ſtrip the Wind ; 
Orce ſtanding Corn could lightly trip along, 
And do the tender- bearded Ears no wrong : 

Orre Seas, ſupported on a riſing Wave, 

Could paſs, nor once her nimble Anckles lave. 
From Town & Field the thronging Youth repair, 
And rev*rend Matrons to a Sight ſo rare : 
Alike Aſtoni{l'd, how her Dreſs and Mien 
Preſent at once a  Warriour and a Queen : 

All Eyes purſue her, raviit®d to behold 

How pleated Purple did her Shoulders Fo'd, 
Her gather*d Treſlſes wreath'd and claſp*d in; 

Gold. | L 

How at her Back She Bow and Quiver wore, 
And in her Hand a Myrtle Javelin bore. 


Tacitus informs us in his Life of 4- 
grippa, as alſo in his Annals, that our 
Britains were wont to War under the 
Condudt of Women, and made no dis 
tintion of Sex in Command. The 
[ceni (our Efſex-Men) got no Diſhonour 
under Boadticia, nor the Brigantes ( our 


Men of Jork/hire ) under Carteſmunda. 


By 
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By the Teſtimony of Alianus and 


others, the Matrons of Lacedemon, in all 
Barrels, fought againſt the Common E- 
nemy : It was their Cuſtom more- 
over after the Fight, to take a View of 
their Dead ; and as many of their Hul- 
band's, Sons or Allies as they found 
ſlain, they ſearched what Wounds they 
had about them : If the greater Num- 
ber were on the Face or Breaſt, with 
much Joy and Solemnity they bore 
them to be Entomb'd in the Monu- 
ments of their Anceſtors : But on the 
contrary , it the Wounds upon their 
Back exceeded the number of the other, 
they either left them ro common Bu- 
rial, or gave them ſuch private Inter- 
ment, as if they deſired to have their 
Memories periſh with them. 

In V.odern Times, the Turks being 
buſted in the Siege of ſome Towns in 
Catharo, two Captains of Eminence a- 
mongit them, Named HUluzales, and Ca- 
| rocoſſa, 
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rocoſſa, r*evailed with the Great Admi- 
ra! o deliver 1ato their Management 
Threeſcore Gallies, with Ammunition 
and a competent Number of Men, to 
make Incurſions into the bordering 
Ilinds then under the State of Venice, 
Thele ewo Turkiſh Captains accordingly 
land their Forces before Curzala, (a City 
that gives Name to the Country) with 
purpole to Inveſt it: Upon their firſt 
'* Approach, Antonius Contarinus (then Gas 
"ih vernour of the Town) taking Advan- 
rage of the Night, fled Cowardly with 
his Souldiers irom thence, leaving the 
Place not any ways Defenlible ; the 
Citizens takings Example by the Gari- 
ſon, molt of them deſerted likewiſe: 
The Walls beings thus left co the weak 
Guard of iome Twenty Men,and about 
Fourſcore Women, the Turks give them 
4 fierce Aflaulc. Thele Virago s choo- | 
lng rather to Dye like Souldiers than 


Acc ompany the Scandalous Flight of 
their 
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their Gariſon , betake themſelyes ſome 
to Maintain the Ports, others to Des 
fend the Breaches with ſuch Noble 
Reſolution, caſting Fire, Stones, Scald- 
ing-water, and ſuch like Artillery as 
came readieſt to Hand : By which 
means the Aſlailants were ſo Afﬀlicted, 
that many of them were Slain, the reſt 
thinking it Prudence to Retire them- 
ſelves for that Bout, but with purpole 
to Salute them with a freſh Alarm : Bur 
Fortune was ſo favourable to theſe 4- 
mazonian Spirits, that a mighty Tempeſt 
riſing from the North ſo diſtrefled and 
ſhatter'd the Turks Galleys, that without 
repeating their threatned Onſet, they 
were forced to abandon the Iſland, lea- 
ving to the Belieged a Memory wor- 
thy to out-live Poſterity. 

How much Honour (lays Paul. A-- 
mil.) is at this Day paid Yearly at Or- 
leance on the Memorable Eighth of May, 
rothe Statue of the Lady Darcy of Lo- 
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rain, who obliged her Country with a 
Victory wonderfully obcain'd when all 
was loſt ? 

What Reſolution did the French La- 
dies expreſs ar the Siege of Beauvais, Re- 
pulſing Charles Duke of Burgundy, in 
the time of King Lews the zecoad? Did 
not the Ladies of Aquileta, give their 
Hair to make Bow-ftrings againſt the 
Emperour Maximinus ? Did not the Ro- 
man and Marcellian Ladies do the (ame ? 

After Philip K:ng of Macedon had put 
to Death the Principal Lords of Theſ- 
ſaly, many to avoid his Cruelty, fled in- 
ro foreign Countries. Porss and his 
Wile Theoxena took the way to Athens, 
to ſeek there that Sakety which they 
could not have in their own Native 
Province: They put to Sea, but fo un- 
happily, that contrary Winds drove 
them back into the ſame Port from 
whence they had ſer Sail : The Guards 
diſcoyering them at the Sun-riſing, Ad- 
vertized 
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vertized the King of ir and endeayour'd 
to bereave them of. chat Liberty which 
they Valu'd above their Lives. Poris 
in his Extremiry uſed Entreaties to the 
Souldiers; Bur Theoxena ſeeing her 
Death unavoidable, reſolving that no 
part of her ſhould fall into the Thrants 
Hands, had recourſe to the laſt and de- 
ſperate Remedy to- Secure her Chil- 
dren from Captivity : To the Eldeſt 
ſhe offered a Dagger, to the leſſer a 
liccle Cup of Foes Beſpeaking chem 
in theſe Words : 


There is no Pr eſerving of our Lives or 
Liberties, and ſince we muſt Reſolve to Dye, 
Courage, my Children ; it is better to chooſe 
a Death, than be Compelled to receive it from 
Inſolent """P Thou that art ſtrong e- 
nough, make uſe of this Weapon ; and Thou 
that art the weaker, of this Drink. 


Her 
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Her Children having Obey 'd her ; 
ſhe chrew chem half Dead into the Sea ; 
then Embracing her Husband,; ſhe caſt 
her Selt likewiſe with him into the Wa- 
ter in the fight of the Sduldiers, that 
could. not chooſe but lament the Loſs, 
as well ; as admire the Reſolution of this 
Lady. 

Giye me leave but for 'one Iftahee 
more in Catherine Dowplas Maid of Hao- 
nour to the Queen of Schtland, The 
Earl 6f Zthol-Uricle'to' the then Reign- 
ing King, cnter'd into Com patt 'with 
ſeveral Reſolute Rufhans to. F aſfine 
his Royal Nephew' : At the appointed 
Day a Groom of the King's Bed-Chams 
ber, brings in the Executioners, and 
ſhews them the Dqor without De- 
fence, the Traytor having been cor- 
rupted by the Earl to take away the 
Bolr. An Officer newly come out from 
thence , dilcovered the Conſpirators, 
and endeayouring to recover the Place 
irom 
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from whence he came, drew upon him- 
ſelf the firſt Blows : At the Noile of 
the Aſtaffinates, the forementioned Ca» 
therine Dowglas who was then atrending 
the Queen, runs directly to the Door, 

and finding it without any Barre, and 
uncapable- of Refiſtance, makes ule of 
her Arm to ſupply the office of the Bolc 
which the trayterous Groom had taken 
away : Surely it her Arm had. been as 
ſtrong as her Heart, ic had anſwer'd 
her Hopes, but not being made for ſuch 
ſtubborn'Service; it brake ſhort-in two, 

and made way for the Aſlaſlins, who 
paſſed over her Body to the King, who 


had then with him no other Guard but 


bis Queen : He being thrown upon the 
Ground, the Queen caſt her felt upon 
him to cover him wich her Body, thar 
atleaſt he might not be Wounded bur 
thorow her Wounds, nor receive Death 
but thorow her own. 
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There would be no end of Exam-, 
ples that make for the Honour of the 
Sex, Wherefore we will paſs on to a 
Conſideration of ſtill greater Moment ; 
We have demonſtrated their Picty to Pa- 
rents, Husbands and Relations ; let us now 
rake a ſhort Survey of chat which Tran- 
icends, or rather Includes all the reſt ; 
I mean, theis Devotion and Piety for God 
himſelf. 

To the ſhame of Mankind it muſt 
be confeſs'd, and aſcrib'd almoſt whol- 
ly cothe Female Sex, T hat Religin at this 
Day is any thing more than a Name. 

This Point though it be of the great- 
eſt Importance, and makes moſt for 
cheir Reputation, will require the leaſt 
Pains to Vindicate ; becauſe, for what 
| ſee, we are Indifterent how we Con- 
rend with them on this Score; We are 
but too willing to Reſign to them this 
Spiritual Province : We are for ſecu- 
ring the prelenat Enjoyments, no great 
'Ira- 
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Traders in Faith, and care not how lel- 
dom we draw Bills of Happineſs upon 
the other World; We are too buſte for 
Contemplation, and leave it to Women 
as having more Leiſure to obſerve che 
PuntHlio's in Religim. We are almoſt 
Cautious of Profeſling it for fear of 
bringing a Scandal upon our Wit, and 
unleſs a Man would make himſelt Ridi- 
culous, he muſt get his Fortune and Sal- 
vation both together. 

When the Saints of the Earth ſhall 
come to be Number'd, moſt certainly 
the Odds will be manifeſt on the Fe- 
male Side. After all our Vaunted Cou- 
rage and the Timorouſnels wherewich 
we charge them, he that looks into the 
Martyrologies, will find as many Female 
Names in Red Letters as others. It can- 
not ſurely be deny d, that Women are 
more kirm and True in their Devotion 
to God than Men; fince in that great 
Occaſion where moſt Afﬀection - was 
G 3 S 
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to be ſhewd to God ; There were 
ſeen three Maries under the Croſs where 
there was but one Diſciple. 

What ſhall we ſay to Salomona of old ? 
May we not call her as properly the 
Mother of Martyrs, as of the Maccabees ? 
Did ſhe not exprels a Chriſtian Zeal even 
before Chriſtianity began ? Were not all 
ſorts of Engines applied to withdraw 
her Children from the Religion of 
their Parents ? She was fo far from con- 
cealing then from Torments, that ſhe 
produced them one after another, Ar- 
med with her Piety, enflam'd with thg 
{ame Divine Ardour, and fortified with 
her Admonittons : Twas thus ſhe made 
Religion Triumph over Nature ; for the 
Death which the her ſelf {luſtain'd, was 
leaſt painfui to her ; for ſhe had be- 
fore that ſufter' d Seven { one by one) 
in the Perſons of her Children. 

Now after {o fair a Chain, or rather 
Cariiid of Female Excellencies, the Ules 
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fulneſs and Benefi of .cheis Sgx to, the 
World, cannot poſſibly be a Diſpute. 
Nature is beholden..to them jor: more 
than the Propagatian of her. Rational 
Beings ; though we. mult grang this 
Office alone ſhould be ſufficignt to pro- 
cure them Reverence;: Yet we.are not 
only indebted to.themfor qur Concep- 


tion and Birth, butat. leaſt for-the firft 


and helpleſs Years of our Infancy and 


Childhood : They Oblige us before 


we can have any ſence of the Kindneſs; 
Neither can a Man be Ungrateful tha 

Conliders he was once a Child. -'- 
The Offices of a Domeſtick Care we 
are willing to allow.them, and the ab- 
{olute Neceſſity of the Sex for the good 
of Families : Yet we; mult nat forget ' 
that -many-of them have exerted their 
uſeful Influence beyond the Sphere of 
their private Houſes: They have ma- 
ny times -been beneficial ro States and 
Kingdoms, to their Country and Man- 
G 4 kind ; 
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kind ; Witneſs the Deliverance of the 
Jews by Deborab, their Preſervation in 
Captivity by Eſther. 

 Under'the Reign of David the Abe- 
lites being Belieged by Joab, and threat- 
ned ' with the Sacking of their City, 
were delivered from immediate Ruine 
by the Counſel of a Woman, who per- 
{waded them to clear their Hands of A 
Rebel whom they had harbour'd, and 
to throw his Head over the Walls : 
This Head thrown over to the Belieg- 
ers, was more effe&tual for preſerving 
the Place, than all the United Strength 
of the Men within the Town. 

We can never ſufficiently praiſe the 
Condu@ and Advice of Tutola , who 
tound an Expedient for the Common- 
wealth, whenall the Senate were at their 
Wits end: The Circumſtance Was as 
follows. ye 

"The Sabimes came to demand Ro» 
113 1" Matrons in Marriage, with their 
=; Swords 
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Swords in their Hagds to Revenge a 
Refuſal: The Senate were puzzled 
how to give them Anſwer in a Caſe 
where the Denial would beget a cer- 
rain War, and the Grant of it would 
hazzard the State ; They were ſenſible 
thatthis Alliance ſought by the Sabmes, 
was only to make themſelyes Maſters 
of Rome. Being thus at a Plunge, and 
not knowing how to rid themſelves of 
the Difficulry ; the foremention d Tu- 
tola a young Roman Virgin Interpoſed 
with her Counſel : She propoled to 
the Senate, that they ſhould oP 
agree to the Demands of the Sabines, 
and immediately cauſe their Female Slaves 
to be Dreſt in the Habits of the Matrons 
their Miſtreſſes, and fo to be lent as 
Brides to the Sabines; who were now 
ſo taken op with their Pleaſure, that 
they forgot their Thoughts of War : 
'Thele Slaves therefore according to the 


Direction of Titola, no ſooner percei- 
ved 
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ved their pretended Husbands to be 
{allen into ſound Sleep, but they ſubtilly 

ſole their Arms tbo them, and, Ad- 
yertized the Reman Souldjers of it by a 
lighted Torch, who-took that Oppor- 
cunity to Surprize them , and carried 
back a Viftory, where Fortune had no 
{hare. 

Neither did the Sabine Women them- 
{elves get leſs Repuration in another 
Occaſ1on. ; 

For even after theſe two People bee 
came Ally'd, they continued to make 
Mortal Wars upon each other : The 
Squadrons being once ready to joyn 
Battel, che Sabme Women threw them- 
{elves between the two Armies, covers 
ed with Mourning, with their Hair di- 
ſhevel'd upon their Shoulders, and their 
Children in their Arms. What ? ( ſaid 
they to the Romans) bave Jou forgot that 
we are your Daughters ? Do you not ſee that 
we are between our Fathers and our Fuſ- 


bands ; 
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bands ; And that you will be no leſs Obliged 
to lament the V/iftory, if you gain it, than: if 
you loſe it 2 To the Sabmes on the other 
ſide , they thus Addreſt themſelves : 
What Fury tranſports you to the ſheddmg of 
Blood that is ſo near Allyd unto you! 
You can never Report your Viftory without 
calling your ſelves Paricides, and relatmg 4a 
Story as ſhameful to you, as it will be lament- 
able to us : We have put on Mourning be- 
fore this Conflitt, which muſt f atally leave us 
to Bewail either our Husbands or our Fa- 
thers : If you muſt needs perſiſt, we deſire 
you t9 exerciſe your firſt Rage upon us, who 
had rather Dye than be made Widows or Ore 
phans. This moving Spectacle toge- 
cher with their Diſcourſe, did fo ſofren 
the Hearts of theſe Warriours, that they 
immediately on both Sides Contracted 
an Inviolable Friendſhip, to the Happy 

Union and Settlement: of both States. 
What Elogies can be ſufficient for 
Volunmia and Vetruvia the Wife and Mo- 
ther 


"wx An Hiſtorical Vmdication 
ther of Coriolanus, whole Application 
and Incerceſſion, Diverted that enraged 
Commander from laying Rome in aſhes. 
In Honour of which Service the Senate 
Decreed Cuſtomary Reſpetts to be 

paid ever after to the Roman Ladies ; 
Thar the Men ſhould every where 
give them the Way, -to ſhew an hum- 
ble Acknowledgment to their Preſer- 
vers. The Statue likewiſe of Female For- 
tune was Ere&ted in the Place where 
they interceded with Coriolanys, 

The Celtz a People of France between 
the Rivers Garumna & Sequana, after mas 
ny bloody Conflicts in an implacableCi- 
vil War,being ready once more to joyn 
Battel, the Women preſented them- 
ſelves between the two Armies, and 
with ſuch perſwalive Arguments laid 

open the Miſeries of War ; and on the 
other hand the Advantages arifing from 
Peace and Amity ; that they not only 
reconciled the preſenc Hoſtiliry, but be- 
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twixt their chief Cities and Families 
confirmed an indiflolvible League. Af- 
ter which time in foreign Differences 
or Domeſtick Quarrels as well in War 


as Peace their Counſel was demanded. 


Accordingly in the League which chis 
People made with Hannibal, we find it 
thus written : 

That if the Celtzx have any thing to 0b- 


jeft to the Carthaginians, let the Matter 


be Argued by the Generals and Prafefts in 
Spain: 7f the Carthaginians have any 
Charge againſt the Celrz, the Controverſte 
ſhall be Arbitrated by the Women. 

Dominica the Wife of the Emperour 
Yalens, when. the Goths had threatned 
the utter Subverſion of Conſtantinople, by 
her Diſcretion mediated with the Ene- 
my, and was the ſole means of preſer- 
ving that People and City. 

Sext. Aurelius reports of Pompeia 
Paulina, that when her Husband Julian 
the Emperour had with intollerable 
Exacti- 


— 
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Exactions ſo far opprefled the People, 
that they were ready to break out into 
Rebellion ; She ſo prudently Concert- 
red che Matter between them, that the 
Grievances were redrefled. 

When Ataulphus King, of the Goths in 
the Year 412, preſented himſelf with 
an Invincible Army before the Walls of 
Rome, (threatning utterly to ſubvert 
the City, and after Rebuilding it again 
in ſtead of Rome to call it Gothia) Pla- 
cidia the Siſter of Honorins, by Perſwa- 
ſions and Promiles ſo wrought with this 
Barbarous King , that ſhe turned his 
Pride into Compaſſion, infomuch that 
he departed without any Aſſault made 
upon the Town, or the leaſt Spoil 
done to the Country. 

With the Roman Yolumnia let Britain 
compare, a Lady of her own no leſs E- 
minent, the Mother of Brenus and Be- 
lmus ; They being left joynt Heirs in 
the Kingdom, the Younger not con- 
rented 
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rented with the Principality allotted to 
him, Commenced a fearful War againſt 
the Elder ; Bur as theſe two Brothers 
were juſt ready to joyn Battel, the Mo» 
ther preſented her ſelf before the Two 
Armies, between the oppoſite Weapons 
of the ewo leading Combarants, expo- 
fig thoſe Breafts: that ' had Nouriſh'd 
their Infancy ; by -which moving Ob- 


je& and her Motherly Perſwaſions, ſhe 


ſo methfy'd the: Hearts of the. incenſed 
Princes, that laying aſide their Quar- 
rel they immediately enter'd into a 
Brotherly League, which was kept in- 
violate;to the great Quier of the ow 
ry. Al-cheir Like after. 

'Tis more than once that Mankind 
has'been Obliged to this Sex, for the 
Contrivance bn Eſtabliſhment of Con- 
ſticutions for Publick Benefic. The Re- 
nowned Juſtinian himſelf was beholden 
to his Empreſs whom he all along con- 
fulted in Modelling his Laws, and Fra- 


ming 
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ming thoſe Excellent Inſticutes which 
all ihe Generations have ſo de- 
ſervedly Admired. 

How ſhall we Celebrate the Me- 
mory of Mercia the Wife to Guinthelinus 
the King of Britam? This Lady was 
even in thole Days of that Excellent 
Knowledge and Learning, that ſhe de- 
viſed many profitable and wholſome 
Laws for the Benefit of the Common: 
wealth, which were highly eſteemed 
by the Britains ind cardully obſerved, 
being calld for many. enſuing. Ages 
after her Name, the .Mercian Laws. 

After ſuch Illuftrious. Precedents of 
Female Worth, can it poſlibly be a Que- 
ſtion, Whether Women are capable of 
Government ? There is an envious Dil- 
poſition in our Nature to exclude them 
by an Univerſal Saliqque Law. There 
are Politicians indeed who will nor al- 
low them this Capacity, but they are 
no Evangeliſts. It was a Cuſtom a- 
moneg(t 
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mongſt the Ancients, (lays Plutarch 4. 

Virtut. Mulier.) That they Treated «@/ 

Peace and War with their Womei; {2 

Company, which was likewile toilov 

ed by the wile Athenians, as Auſtin relaces 

out of YVarro. Great Defereace was 

paid (ſays Paulus Ami.) to the Gauliſh 

Ladies in the chiefelt Aﬀairs of State: 
When we ſee a Woman like Deborah, 

made Governeſs by God himſelf over 
his People, diltributing Juſtice : Un- 
der the Palm-Tree, gaining Battels in 
the Field ; It cannot be ſaid they are 
uncapable of Government, without gi- 
ving the Lye to Sacred Hiſtory. Nay, 
it muſt be taken notice of to Signalize 
her Memory, that no Complaint is 
made, no Fault is found, nor miſcarri- 
age ſhewn throughout che whole courſe 
of her Regency. "The Impartial Sa- 
cred Writ that has not concealed the 
Defects of the Patriarchs, but frankly 
Publiſhc co Poſtericy the Difhdence of 
H Moſes 
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Moſes and Aaron, the Imprudence of 
Joſhua, the Incontinence of Sampſon, the 
Fall of David,the Follies of Solomon, found 
nothing to Reprehend in Deborah ; and 
has only left us her Prophecies and Hymns, 
het Laws and /1fories. All Nations have 
had experience of the excellent Rule 
and Adminiſtration of their Princel- 
ſes. The Italians had their Amaliaſm&a, 
the Halicarnaſſians their Artemiſia , the 
Aſſyrians their Semiramts, the Maſſagetes 
their Tomyrts, the Palmerins their Zeno- 
bia, the Britains their Boadicia of ancient 
Times, and of late their 1|luſtrious El:- 
zabeth. What was there wanting to 
accompliſh chis-Princels ? She was ene 
du'd with a great Spirit; to diſcharge 
the Duties of Government, ſhe levied 
Armies, ſhe preſided in Councils, ſhe 
managed her Subjects wich Clemen- 
cy, her Enemies with Terrour ; ſhe 
did every thing in an extraordinary 
manner. Of her Superlative and tru- 


ly 
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ly Royal Vertues, an Illuftrious Pei 
has thus written : 


St quaſdam tacuiſſe velim, quamcumq; taceb3 
Major erit, primos Attus wetereſne Labores 
Perſequar ? ad ſeft revocaut preſeutia Mentem. 
Tuſtitiam dicam? magis at Clementia ſplenaet. 
Viftrices referam Vires ? plus wicit inermis. 


Reckon as far as Numbers can attain, | 
Still more and greater Vertues muſt remain ; 
If we fo ling her former ACtions chuſe, 
New-ſtarting Wonders ſtill call off the Muſe: - 
When her bright Juſtice T attempt to Praiſe, 
Her Clemency breaks in with brighter Rays : 
If Fam'd for War ſucceſsfully purſu'd, 

In Peace unarm'd ſhe has more Foes ſubdu'd. 


But after all, if Queen Elizabeth had 
never blels'd the World, it yet no Age 
or Country had leen a Princels fitting at 
the Helm of Government and skiltul- 
ly ſteering through all Extremities of 
State, (a Perſon moreover endow d with 
all the Graces and VYertues, whereof hu- 
mane nature can be capable :) it the 
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Times paſt, I ſay, had never ſhewn ſuch 


a Phenix, yer, to the eternal Glory of 
the Sex, it muſt be confels'd, that the 
preſenc Seaſon is happy in ſuch an Ex- 
ample : All Europe have lately turn'd 
their Eyes upon Great Pritam, and chere 
beheld upon the Throne, a Female Re- 
gent adminiſtring in the ablence of her 
Royal Heroe, ana every day aflording 
jult Occaſions for Admiration and Aſto- 
mi{hment. 


The Inference to be naturally drawn 
from the Illuſftrious Inſtances we have 
produc d, is, That we ſhould art laſt 
render to this NoBLE Sex their juſt 
Reſpect 2nd Honour. That we ſhould 
no Jonger look upon them as the En- 
zertainments of idle Hours, but place 
them in that venerable Eiteem thart is 
due totheir Merit, Let us bear in mind 
the Obligations wherein we ſtand in- 
debted to them from our Birth and [n- 

fancy 
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fancy ev'n through the whole Courſe 
of our Lives. Let us conſider the defe- 
rence that is ſhewn to them by the wis 
feſt Law-givers in all Ages. Letus treat 
them with that Reyerence which is paid 
by the very Fathers of the Church in all 
their Writings, wherein their Commene 
dation or Inſtruction is concern d. Or 
!f you will {uſpect, that even thole grave 
DoGors on ſuch Occaſtons had learnt 
to Complement, let us remember, that 
one Epiſtle in Sacred Writ it ſelf is ad- 
drefled to the most excellent Lady. Is not 
this Letter of St. John's reputed as Cano- 
nical as thoſe he dire&ted to Angels and 
Churches ? Methinks the very Name 
of Woman ſhould ſtrike us with Re- 
verence, ſince with Solomon ſhe 1s the 
Crown, and with St. Paul, the Glory of 
Man, 
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VIRGIN 


Rom Sacred Dreams and Thoughts prepar'd 
to Pray, 


The Pious Maid prevents thy riſing Day ; 
Loitrino Aurora #luſhes whew ſhe ſees 
T he earlier fairer LV 10121 0 her K zees. 
Bleſſino and Ble#t by Heav'n, her next Adareſs 
1s to her Parents, who, next Heawv'n, can Bleſs. 


The Morning comes leſs welcom to their ſight, 


The Mornings far leſs innocent or bright. 


they own with Vows and Thanks ad out-ſtretch'd 
Arms, 


Each Day's encreaſe of Piety and (harms. 
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Now to ſome curious Tas ſhe does retire , 
With Skill that ev'n Minerva might admire, 
Difſembling Fruits in Wax, and ſuch a Feat 
As might ev'n tempt a hungry God to tat. 
New Scenes of Wonder ſhe does next unfold, 

Tz artful Webs o'rewrought with Figures bold : 
So, 08 the Worlds greex Stage the Creatures roſe, 
While Nature did the various Forms diſpoſe. 
Nor does her Labour only treat our ſight, 

She adas Inſtruition to our Eye's delight. 

In ev'ry Stitch ſome uſeful Morals read, 

Some Hiſtory trac'd in evry Thread : 

Here Ariadne 07 a Rock bewails 

Falſe Winds with which her falſer Theſeus ſails 
Their diff”rent Aſpedts our charm'd Eyes employ, 
Grief in her Looks, in his a treach*rous Joy. 
What God inſpires our Virgin to expreſs 


Paſſions, that nOre had to her Heart acceſs ? 
For yet ſhe knows not what her Art atchiev'd, 


What 'tis to love, or what to be decein)'d, 


E*re 


The VIRGIN. 
Fore long, like Ariadne, ſbe ſhall burn, 


But ne're have Ariadne”s cauſe to mours. 


Sometimes 10 grace the Court ſhe is allon'd, 
(Such Vertue may be truſted in a Crowd) 
When publick Triumphs for ju#t Freedom call, 
The ſolemn Feſtival or ſplendid Ball. 

When in the Dance or ſhining Circle ſeen, 


Her Ornaments have Charms , but more her 
Mien. 


Ah why ſhould Art and Dreſs their help employ 
For Beauty, arm'd by Nature to deſtroy ? 

Why are thoſe Eyes permitted Wounds to give 
To Thouſand Hearts, that can but One Relieve ? 
Of all th advent"ring Touths, her choſen Prize 
Eut One can prove, the Re# her Sacrifice ! 

Tet urg d by Fate, or Love's ſeverer Law, 
Each flakes a Fleart for what but One can Draw : 
To charming Raine, though fore-warn'd, they run, 
They Gaze, though gazing ſure tobe undone. 
| With 
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With worſe than our firit Father”s Deſtiny, 
He Taſting Periſh'd, for a Look They Dye. 
Whil' 5 of their Death the fair Deſtroyer's fre, 


And knows no more than did the tempting I ree, 


Unskuful thus ſhe ſhall not long remain, 
Taught by her Own a Senſe of others Pain. 
Unwonted Sighs ſhall from her Boſom fly, 

Her ſelf, alas ! as yet admiriao why. 

While in her Brea#t theſe new Diſorders move, 
She Bluſhes (though alone) to think *tis Love. 
At each fond Look her Parents cat, ſhe fears 
Their Eyes ſhould read the dear Concern in hers. 
With ſome more Skill d Companion ſhe retires, 


Of whom, with modeſt caution, ſhe enquires, 


What Lovers mean who rave of Flames ani 
Darts, 


Of captivated Souls, and wounded Hearts. 
At which ſhe mocks and does her Looks conſtrain 
With forc'd Mirth to diſguiſe a real Pain 


For 
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For Love, that did by ſtealth her Heart invade, 
To his own Conqueſt ts a Pris ner made, 

Thouzh wanting ſtrength the Tyrant to expel, 
She modeſtly confines him to his Cell, 


Her fawvour'd Lover ſighs among the reſt, 
1retched, becauſe unknowing that he's bleſt. 
Not that his Merits are to her unknown, 

Or Sufferings, for ſhe feels them by her own : 

Tet he of all the humble hopeleſs Train, 

Believes he has moſt reaſon to complain. 

For though her Heart conſent, her Tongue denies, 
Ana modeſtly from her own Wiſh ſhe flies. 

When proſtrate at her Feet himſelf he throws, 
He thinks her Cheek a fiery Anger ſhows, C 
When only with a ktnd Concern it glows. | 
Through Floods and Deſarts he purſues his Toit, 
And Battles, to preſent her with the Spoil; 
Which ſhe rejetiing with diſſembled ſcorn, 

He hides himſelf in (olitude forlorn, 
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Not to offend the Sight of her he loves, 
The deareſt Objeft of her Eyes removes. 

Flis pitying Parents, ſifting his diſtreſs, 

Approve his Paſſion and the Nuptials »-: ), 

Which by the Nymph's as gladly are recein/d, 

The wiſb'd Day fix'd, yet ſtill our Virgins griev'd, 
Still, modeſty inſtruits her to be Coy, 
And fear the Tryal of unprattis'd Joy. 


THE 
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| O, Muſe, and bia Good Morrow to the 


Bride ; 


Too long ſhe does her guiltlefi Bluſhes hide. 
Invite her down to her Domeſtick Charge, 
A Province, like her Vertnes, fair and large. 
Tell her, that to a Manſion ſhe is come, 
More truly hers than her own native home. 


How bit « Subjet# there ſhe did appear, 
A Regent now and inher Palace here. 


From tender Parents Arms to Hymen ſent, 
' O may ſhe never the Exchange repent ! 


WWhike 


— _ 
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While Nuptials her from their Embraces call, 
Atinder Husband makes amends for all. 


See how her chaſt and exemplary Life 

Betimes adorns the Sacred Name of Wife. 

As Saint-like Minds, deſiau'd for Joys above, 

On Earth prepare themſelves for their remove, 
Prattiſe ſo well Celeſtial Manners here, 

That proper Gueſts they come, not Strangers there ; 
So did ſhe in her Virgin-Days prepare, 

Each Vertue's Practice made ſo much her Care, 
L That ſhe from firit adorns the Weaded Life, 

# No ſooner Bride, but an Accompliſh'd Wife. 


From (enſure free, if others Faults ſhe ſpy, 
"Tis but to learn how thoſe Defets to fly. 
Her Heart is Wifdoms Centre, whoſe mild ſway 
Her Attions all harmoniouſly obey. 
Ekr Heav nly T houghts without diſorder move, 
All calm and tuneful as the Spheres above. 


When 
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Whez ere ſhe ſpeaks, her Words ev'n while they fly 
Are catcht by ſome bright Seraph waiting nigh , C 
Who bears them up like Incenſe to the sky. 

For well of Incenſe they deſerve the Name, 

Pure as her Heart the Altar whence they came, 
Her Speech inſtrutts, and whe it ſilent lies, 
Ev'n then ſhe reads bright Leſſons with her Eyes. 
Priidence, her ſure (ompanion, Friend and Guide, 
Does o're her Life ſo conſtantly preſide, 

That exn her Mirth and harmleſs Freedom's 
To ſhun the very ſhadow of a Fault. (taught 
Ev'n her divertive Hours are guiltleſs ſpent, 


Chaſt in Delights, in Pleaſures innocent. 


Next Heav'n, her Husband the next worthy 
Poſſeſſes the fair Manſion of her Breſt, (Gueſt, 
What Prince with that bleſt Huzsband can com- 
Unleſs like his a Conſort eaſe hiscare: ( pare, 
Beneath the glitt'ring weight of Crowns he'll groan, 


Unleſs the genial Bed relieve the Throne. 
I Thrice 
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Thrice happy Mas, what Numbers can expreſs 
The Entertatuments of thy ſweet Receſs, 
When from the Herd of People thon doft come, 
To thy Heart's Mate and dearer Self at Home, 


From buſie Sots or Fops more teazing Fry, 
From Witlings mot tormenting Company, 
From noiſy Haunts where News- Brokers reſort, 


From Friends that make an ab(ent Friend their 
ſport, 
Fromtreach'rous fulſom Complements of Court : 


To the Embraces of thy chaſt and fair, 

How ſoon does her low'd Roſom charm thy care. 
T's there thy Dove-like Soul her reft mui find, 
Without that Ark are only Waves and Wind. 


When from this Penance thou doſt home I 


Perhaps his Country's Service for a time 
May call the Huband to ſome diſtant Clime, 
His Days employ in Marches or in Fight, 

( Butwith ſweet Dreams of Home reliev'd at Night) 
The 
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The prudent Fair, his Abſence to ſupply, 
So well ſuſtains the Female Regency, 


That no Complaints are through the Houſhold 
found, 


Each Orb performs its old harmonious Round. 
Return'd, he finds of Order the ſame face, 

All kept in form as when he left the place. 

So does the ſandy Tenerift 's calm Brow 
Returning Trav'lers their old Footſteps ſhow, 
Where no diſord'ring Winds have leave to blow. 


From ſtately Cities, and the Tyrian Bed, 
The willinz Muſe by Hymen's Torch is led 
To Cottages, where he does humbly reign, 
Nor his poor Subjeits of the Lawns diſdain. 
A pious ſtock of Mortals, in whoſe Race, 
Old Nature may her primitive Features trace. | 
Among #t this harmleſs Breed 
When Earth of injur'd Vertue was bereft, 
Departing Juſtice her laſt Footſteps left. 

I 2 Here 


— | 
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Here Hymen aves with Joy his Laws preſcribe, 


By none more rev renc'd than this harmleſs Tribe. 
Noe treat the God with more religions care, 
Nor of his Bleſſings have a larger ſhare. 

Their Services he fails not to repay 

With Gifts ſubſtantial and not falſly gay ;, 

Sleep for Ambition, for Preferment Health. 
For Portion Chaſtity, Content for Wealth. 
The hoxeſt Hinde plows, ſows and reaps the Soil. 
Hrs careful Wife plies her Domeſtick Tot. 
With unbouzht Clothing and unpurchas'd Fare, 
ghe makes warm Winters by her Summer's Care, 
Her Kine ſhe hovels from tempeſtuous Skies, 
The friendly Crib with Fodder ſhe ſupplies, 
When under Flood or Snow the Paſture lies. 
She piles her Fire and makes it briskly burn, 
Againſt the Hour of her good May's return; 
Whom tir d, with 2 kina Look and Kiſs ſhe 


chears, 


And to his Arms his crowing Infant rears. 


Hs 
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He with the fondling ſports, ſhe ſpreads ihe Board, 


With healthful Pulſe, Roots, Fruits and Sallad 

| ſtor'd, 

And all the harmleſs Luxury which their own 
Grounds afford. 


The Houſhols ſupp*d, abont the Hearth he ſits 
With his Domeſt icks, par” lous Country its . 
Ore tells a Fable, by himfelf devis'd, 

That's by a next as ſhrewaly moraliz'd : 

The good Wife then the well-ſpic'd Bowl brings ont, 
Which her good Man as frankly puts about. 


O Swain, take care theſe Bleſſings pl conceal, 
Nor tet their Knowledge from thy Cottage ſteal : 
Should once the Court or Town thy Pleaſures ſeo, 
Thy Solitude a City ſoon wou'd be. 
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Rom Hymen s Joys the Muſe with drooping 
IT 112 

Deſcenas (ſad Change! ) the Widow d Bed 

70 ſino, 


hat pitying Pow? can teach her Grief the Art, 
To charm and comfort a forſaken Heart. 
Behold where our once happy Bride, retird, 
Conceals thoſe Eyes that each Beholar jir'd ; 
Diſſold ia Tears from hated Day they fy, 

bi De e!inring Lamp can too much Light ſupply 

; For Serrow's T atk, —— 

By one dim Lamp the [abled Matron mourns, 
Fnich fizhing Cupids tend and arts by tur 85. 


r [AR 
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She pines, wor for one Moment can remove, 
The preſent Image of her abſent Love. 

So in the thicket Covert of the Wood, 

The Turtle makes her Grief her only Food, 


So moans her Joe's Mate and wingleſs 
Brood. 


Go pitying Muſe and charitably rude 
Between the Mourner and her Grief intrude. 
The Grave, her Foe, already at her coit 
Too richly treated, too much Spoil can boa#f. 
Permitting Grief her Beauties to devour, 

Is adding Triumphs tothe Conquerour. 
To charm her Sorrow, tell what peerleſs Fame, 


Name, 
How well her Charafer the Sex hs gract, 
Through long Succeſſionsof bright Ages pair 


What Honours crown the Vertuous Widows 


I 4 Judxza 
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Judza fir/# preſents zt ſelf to ſight, 
Fer Sacred Tribes opprefi d by Heathen Might, 
Where Deborah's enthrowd beneath the Palm, 
With Thoughts as ative as her Looks are calm : 
Her Sylvan Court the Regent Widow holas, i; 
Diſtributes Juſtice and the Law unfolds ; | 
Domeſtick Strifes decided, for Alarms 
More fierce prepares, and calls the Tribes to Arms. 
She Leads, and with the Vigour of her Eyes 
Confirms the Conqueſt which ſhe propheſies. 
Her Predeceſſors Vertnes ſhe unites, 
Direfs like Moſes, and like Joſhua fights. 
The Sun to ſtop his Courſe needs no Command, 
Viewing the Proweſof a Female Hand, 
With meer Aſtoniſhment he's fort to tand. 


241% 
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Next let Zenobia terribly delight, 
Like :rm'd Bellona, charmingly affrieht, 
Her Bed's dear Partner from his deſtin'd Grave 
She cowd not keep, tut cou'd her Nation ave. 
She 
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She puſhes to retrieve a deſp'rate Game, 
Fird with her own aud Odonatus Flame ; 
For, as one Eyeeclipsa, transfers its light, 
And in the Optick left confirms the Sight. 
$o, ſtrengthen d by her Partners overthrow, 
The gen'rous Widow foils her Roman Fee : 
To chaſe their flying Eagles ſhe preſumes, 


And Creſts her Helmet with their raviſhs 
Plumes. 


A Heroine, that could like Pallas fight, 
And with Minerva or the Muſes write. 

In Verſe to charm his angry Ghoſt, relate 
Her Odonatus Triumphs and his Fate ; 
By force of Wit injurious Death o'recome, 
And plant Eternal Laurels on his Tomb. 


Now to the Pomp of Sorrow turn your Eyes, 


And ſee the Maulolzan Structure riſc : 
A Favrick towring with (uch waſt extent, 


It feems a Monntain, not a Monument, 
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This, of the World's ſeu'n Wonders, is the chief, 
Proportion'd to its Royal Founders grief : 
Since of the great Deceas'd us left alive 

A Name alone, to make that Name ſurvive, 
His Mourning Queen this Strutture does con- 


frive, 
Aſſembled Arts by her Direftion toil, 
All Nature # exhauſted for the Pile ; 
From Africk's golden, Aſia's Marble Veins 
Impov”riſh'd, one rich Obelisk remains. 
Whole Colonies for Labourers employd, 
Vaſt Azate Rocks for Balliſters deſtroy, 
A Tomb's enricht, of Treaſure Earth left void. 
But nearer to that Jaſpar-Statue go, 
I hoſe Pedeſtal th' Occaſion dear will ſhow, 
WV here fair inſcrib'd theſe Charatters are read, 
The Living Lover's Tribute to the Dead, 
1.ct Earth be Poor, and onlv Rich this Urn. 


Thus Artemiſia does Mauſolus monry, 


Methinks 
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Methinks ſuch Pomp of Sorrow miaht ſuffice, 
But Artemiſia's Zeal muſt higher riſe, 
Expence and Art too mean Reſpett afford, 

Her Breaſt muſt Tomb the Aſhes of her Lord, 


Which mingling with her Tears in oze rich Bowl, 
She drinks for Cordials to her fainting Soul ; 


Thus her Mauſolus ſtill enamonr'd ſhade 
Beholas his Reliques to her Heart convey'd, | 
And of her Sacred Breaſt — — — 
A nobler lIivins Mauſoleum maxe. 


Nor, Camma, was thy Cup of leſs renown, 
IV here juſt Revenge in Death thou ſwallowed ſt 


down : 
For having loſt the Partner of thy Bed, 
And with his Murderer compel[d to wed, 
His hopes of thy Embrace thou didi contronl, 
By blending Poiſon in the Bridal Bowl, 
Th' invenom'd Cup is on the Altar plac't, | 
Which Cuſtom fir#t requires the Bride to tat, | 


(For 
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( For willinzly ſhe's to the Temple led 

Azd Nuptial Rites, that nere ſhall reach the Bed ) 
From ( louds of Incenſe her Sinnatus ſhade, 
Beholds before her feet his Murd'rer laid ;, 

With Rage and Poiſon burſt, the wretch expires, 
The Altar (parkles with more cheerful fires, 
While her laſt words deride his mock'd deſires. ; 
For with this aiff 'rence They reſign their breath, 
Repining he, triumphant ſhe in death. 


From Fleroines ſhould now the Muſe aſpire 
To ſing, what wow'd an Angel's Voice require, 
Of Widow-Saints, howwou'd Examples bright 
O'rewhelm her dazled Eyes with too much light ? 
V3 hote Days and Nights, One, to Devotion gives, 
And in the Temple or her C loſet lives ; 
By Abſtinence and Contemplation brought 
T” a livins Shadow and a walking Thought, 


But while on Pray'rs thin Diet ſhe is pin'a, 


The Poor her Clients plump and fair you ll find. 


1s 
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To Hoſpitals and Priſons ſbell repair, 

And viſit Want when That can't come to hey, 
Another, calPd by Daty to Afﬀairs 

Of Life, ev'nin the midſt of worlaly cares, ; 
With\equal Piety her Off-ſpring rears : 

Does through Domeſtitk-Rule ſo well perſiſt, 

1he Maſter or the Father ſcarce is miff'd. 


No longer then may Widows ſeem forlorn, 
ho thus the Female Regiſter aaorn. 
Much Fame have they obtain'a who only wed 
A Hutband®s Grave, and Mem'ry of the Deaa : 
Nor equal Praiſe to Matrons we deny, 
Who with a ſecond\worthy Choice comp!y. 


Betwixt them *twere preſumption to decide, 


—_ 


ID 


\ nd? 


Since Prudence does their ſev'ral meaſures guiac, 


LL 


And Vertne waits to ſerve on either frat. 


But oh were Hymen in this Canſe to judze. 
(Vi bo alizays bore to Death and Fate a ornde, 
Beat 
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But Nature's: Friend) be'd labour to diſſwade 


Our Widow from her (olitary ſhade : 
H:: form: / /1umphs bow wou'd he yelate, 


W!-.: ſhe adorned the Conjugal Eſtate ; 
His witlring Garland he wou'd plead to ſave, 
Too rich a Preſent for a thankleſs Grave. 
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